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September 17, 2019 

 
The regular bi-monthly meeting of the Lafayette Township Committee was held on Tuesday, 
September 17, 2019 at 7:30 P.M. in the Municipal Building, 33 Morris Farm Road, Lafayette, NJ 
 
Members Present:  Mayor Bruning, Committeemen Hughes, Corcoran,  Henderson, 

O’Leary 
 
Members Absent  None 
 
Also Present:   Clerk Fedish, CFO Grisaffi, Road Foreman Macko 
 
Mayor Bruning opened the meeting stating that it was being held in compliance with Public Law 
1975, Chapter 231. 
 
Minutes  -  Motion by Corcoran, seconded by Henderson, to accept and place on file the minutes 
of September 3, 2019.  Motion carried by roll call vote:  Hughes-yes, Corcoran-yes, Henderson-
yes, O’Leary-yes, Bruning-yes. 
 
 
Treasurer’s Report  Cash Report for July 2019 
Cash Balances as of June 30, 2019    $3,244,290.61 
Cash Receipts for July 2019        $986,428.66 
Total        $4,230,719.27 
Cash Disbursements for July 2019    $1,055,692.83 
Cash Balances as of July 31, 2019    $3,175,026.44 
Account Balances as of July 31, 2019 
Current – Checking         $864,172.66 
Capital – Checking      $1,618,947.87 
Escrow – Checking           $60,904.46 
COAH - Developers Fees          $25,040.82 
COAH - Rehab Reserves          $29,878.42 
Open Space Municipal Tax        $134,749.94 
Snow Trust            $12,737.92 
Environmental Contingencies                   $0.00 
Trust Accounts for Developers Agreement      $399,880.55 
Special Rec. – Checking            $6,186.03 
Special Donations             $7,546.98 
Fire Prevention           $12,962.06 
Green Acres Trust                $623.59 
Dog Trust Account             $1,395.14 
Total Account Balance     $3,175,026.44 
 
    Cash Report for August 2019 
Cash Balances as of July 31, 2019    $3,175,026.44 
Cash Receipts for August 2019    $1,958,117.71 
Total        $5,133,144.15 
Cash Disbursements for August 2019    $1,363,159.23 
Cash Balances as of August 31, 2019    $3,769,984.92 
Account Balances as of August 31, 2019 
Current – Checking      $1,462,750.86 
Capital – Checking      $1,605,376.99 
Escrow – Checking           $59,365.30 
COAH - Developers Fees          $25,041.85 
COAH - Rehab Reserves          $29,879.65 
Open Space Municipal Tax        $132,130.84 
Snow Trust            $12,737.92 
Environmental Contingencies                   $0.00 
Trust Accounts for Developers Agreement      $409,900.85 
Special Rec. – Checking            $6,204.65 
Special Donations             $7,546.98 
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Fire Prevention           $17,025.36 
Green Acres Trust                $624.44 
Dog Trust Account             $1,399.23 
Total Account Balance     $3,769,984.92 
Motion by Henderson, seconded by Hughes, to accept the Treasurer’s report as submitted.   
Motion carried by roll call vote: Hughes-yes, Corcoran-yes, Henderson-yes, O’Leary-yes, 
Bruning-yes. 
 
 
Committee Reports 
Elizabethtown Gas  -  Hughes reported a public meeting is tentatively scheduled for Tuesday, 
October 29, 2019 at 7:00pm. 
 
Fire Alarm System/Panel  -  Hughes reported the fire alarm system/panel has been repaired and 
is operating. 
 
Post Office  -  Hughes reported he has made many calls and now has Michael Bullard as a 
contact.  He will pursue this issue further. 
 
Soil Requirements  -  Hughes reported a notice has been received from the NJDEP regarding 
soil testing requirements.  The Clerk will add this notice to the Township’s website. 
 
Sidewalks  -  Hughes reported the NJDOT application will be submitted; and the fee for the 
work being done needs to be submitted. 
 
USDA  -  Hughes reported the lighting and HVAC surveys were completed and will be 
submitted for financial assistance. 
 
Economic Development (EDC)  -  Hughes reviewed the activities of Sussex County Day. 
 
Recreation Commission  -  Corcoran reviewed the September 16, 2019 meeting.  The 2020 
fishing contest will be held on Sunday, April 26, 2020 at 12 noon.  The installation of benches at 
the park was suggested. 
 
Fire Department  -  Henderson reported the Fire Department will be replacing the existing sign 
with an electronic one. 
 
Streets and Roads  -  Bruning reviewed the Road Foreman’s report.  He noted the Township has 
been issued a building permit for the gas furnace installation. 
 
 
Correspondence 
a. From Anthony Fasano  re: Resolution for Student Funding Formula 
b. From Michael McAlpin  re: Topographical survey work on B-4, L-13.02 for County 
 
 
Vouchers 
American Wear         223.80 
Applied Service Corp.     6,614.20 
Bergey’s Inc.         821.40 
Bucket Supply & Equipment Parts      580.00 
Chelbus Cleaning Co., Inc.       275.00 
EMSL Analytical, Inc.        143.00 
JCP&L       1,103.33 
Microsystems-NJ.Com, LLC       353.25 
Kimball-Midwest        329.73 
Minisink Press, Inc.        795.00 
Montague Tool & Supply Co.       428.89 
Municipal Software, Inc.    2,380.00 
NJ Dept. of Health & Senior Services          2.40 
NJ State League of Municipalities        35.00 
Royal Pontiac-Buick-GMC       455.78 
Schrader & Co., Inc.        258.00 
Staples Business Advantage       189.99 
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Stavola Beaver Run Quarry, LLC      416.88 
The New Jersey Herald          77.40 
Motion by Corcoran, seconded by Hughes, to pay the bills on the Bills List.   Motion carried by 
roll call vote: Hughes-yes, Corcoran-yes, Henderson-yes, O’Leary-yes, Bruning-yes. 
 
 
Old Business 
Fox Hill Road  Marianne Sharpe, 62 Fox Hill Road 
 
Bruning reported he, Committeeman Henderson and Township Engineer Vreeland met at 62 Fox 
Hill Road for a demonstration of the height needed to access Ms. Sharpe’s farm equipment in the 
barn located near Fox Hill Road.   Bruning does not feel the road needs to be lowered for one (1) 
door as there are three (3) others that are usable. 
 
Henderson said the water problem would be reviewed after the paving is completed. 
 
Ms. Sharpe disagrees and feels this would make her farm work harder having to deal with getting 
the equipment in and out of the barn.  She feels lowering the road would not cost much more 
because the road is being worked on. 
 
Bruning said the road will not be lowered and only ½”-2” of asphalt will be added.  The drainage 
will be reviewed when the paving is complete.  The road would be eased down onto Ms. 
Sharpe’s property; it will not be a drop. 
 
Ms. Sharpe said she should be able to utilize the entire barn and feels this will devalue her 
property.  She said her barn should have been considered with past road paving. 
 
Bruning noted this is a unique situation; however, it is not fair to the taxpayers to pay for one (1) 
property.  The project will move forward; and the drainage will be reviewed. 
 
 
Fire Alarm/Panel Spending Ordinance  -  Mayor Bruning opened the public hearing for the 
following Ordinance: 
AN ORDINANCE OF THE TOWNSHIP OF LAFAYETTE, COUNTY OF SUSSEX, NEW 
JERSEY, PROVIDING FOR THE ACQUISITION AND INSTALLATION OF A NEW FIRE 
PANEL/ALARM SYSTEM FOR THE MUNICIPAL BUILDING AND RELATED 
APPURTENANCES AND APPROPRIATING $5,000.00 AVAILABLE IN THE CAPITAL 
IMPROVEMENT FUND 
With there being no comments from the public, Mayor Bruning closed the public hearing. 
Motion by Henderson, seconded by Hughes, to adopt the Fire Alarm/Panel Spending Ordinance.   
Motion carried by roll call vote: Hughes-yes, Corcoran-yes, Henderson-yes, O’Leary-yes, 
Bruning-yes. 
 
Motion by Hughes, seconded by O’Leary, to award the fire panel/alarm system installation to LJ 
Security for a cost not to exceed $1,600.00.   Motion carried by roll call vote: Hughes-yes, 
Corcoran-yes, Henderson-yes, O’Leary-yes, Bruning-yes. 
 
John D’Angeli Memorial Bench  -  Henderson reported the dedication of the John D’Angeli 
memorial bench will be held on Tuesday, October 15, 2019 at 7:00pm. 
 
Bulk Clean-Up  -  Henderson reported the Sheriff’s office will provide help with the Township-
wide clean-up through the SWAP program. 
 
Township Newsletter  -  Henderson noted the cost of printing and sending the Township 
newsletter and the wrong dates and old information contained in the newsletter. 
 
2020 Swim Season  -  Bruning suggested the Recreation Commission submit recommendations 
regarding next year’s swim season to the Township Committee by December 1, 2019.   Corcoran 
will pursue this issue. 
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New Business 
Somerville Tax Refund Resolution  -  Motion by Henderson, seconded by Hughes, to adopt the 
following Resolution: 
RESOLUTION OF THE LAFAYETTE TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE TO AUTHORIZE THE 
TAX COLLECTOR TO ISSUE A REFUND TO MARY BETH SOMERVILLE FOR THE 
YEAR 2019 DUE TO A REDUCTION IN THE ASSESSED VALUE FOR BLOCK 3, LOT 1 
IN THE AMOUNT OF $2,736.08 

WHEREAS, the 2019 duplicate reflects an over-billing of taxes on Block 3, Lot 1, owner 
of record Tim Keyes & Mary Beth Somerville for the year 2019, due to a reduction of the 
assessed value of the property from $235,600 in 2018 to $15,900  in 2019; and 
 WHEREAS, resulting from this reduced assessment, the taxes were overpaid during the 
first half of 2019 in the amount of $2,736.08; and the homeowners have requested that the 
overpayment be refunded. 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Township Committee of the Township 
of Lafayette, Sussex County, New Jersey that upon recommendation of the tax collector, and as 
per the overpayment letter received, a refund be issued to Mary Beth Somerville in the amount of 
$2,736.08. 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a certified copy of this resolution be forwarded to 
the Tax Collector, Chief Financial Officer, and Township Auditor for their records. 
Motion carried by roll call vote: Hughes-yes, Corcoran-yes, Henderson-yes, O’Leary-yes, 
Bruning-yes. 
 
Lafayette Village Associates TWA Application  -  Motion by Hughes, seconded by Henderson, 
to adopt the following Resolution: 

BE IT RESOLVED by the Township Committee of the Township of Lafayette, Sussex 
County, New Jersey as follows: 
 The Lafayette Township Committee of the Township of Lafayette hereby consents to the 
submission of the Lafayette Village Associates, LLC TWA application to the Department of 
Environmental Protection for approval. 
Motion carried by roll call vote: Hughes-yes, Corcoran-yes, Henderson-yes, O’Leary-yes, 
Bruning-yes. 
 
 
11 Millpond Drive, LLC Tax Settlement  -  Motion by O’Leary, seconded by Henderson, to 
adopt the following Resolution: 
RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE SETTLEMENT OF A TAX APPEAL (11 MILLPOND 
DRIVE, LLC v. TOWNSHIP OF LAFAYETTE – BLOCK 5.02, Lot 13.09, 11 Millpond Drive, 
Lafayette Twp., NJ) – Year 2018 

WHEREAS, a tax appeal was filed in the Tax Court of New Jersey captioned “11 
Millpond Drive, LLC v. Township of Lafayette,” under Docket No. 000971-2018, challenging 
the 2018 tax assessment regarding Block 5.02, Lot 13.09, having an address of 11 Millpond 
Drive, Lafayette Township, NJ; and 

WHEREAS, the Plaintiff and the Tax Assessor have agreed to a settlement of this tax 
appeal as set forth in a proposed Stipulation of Settlement attached hereto; and 

WHEREAS, the Township Committee finds that it is in the best interest of the Township 
to approve the proposed settlement. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Township Committee of the Township 
of Lafayette, in the County of Sussex and State of New Jersey, that the Township Attorney is 
authorized to execute a Stipulation of Settlement in settlement of the tax appeal captioned “11 
Millpond Drive, LLC v. Township of Lafayette,” under Docket No. 000971-2018. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Tax Collector is hereby authorized to process 
any refund required as a result of the settlement of this tax appeal. 
Motion carried by roll call vote: Hughes-yes, Corcoran-yes, Henderson-yes, O’Leary-yes, 
Bruning-yes. 
 
 
Raffle Licenses 
Lafayette Twp. PTO  -  Motion by O’Leary, seconded by Henderson, to approve one (1) bingo 
and three (3) raffle licenses for Lafayette Twp. PTO for November 1, 2019 and waive the local 
fee.   Motion carried by roll call vote: Hughes-yes, Corcoran-yes, Henderson-yes, O’Leary-yes, 
Bruning-yes. 
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Lafayette Twp. Fire Dept. Ladies Auxiliary  -  Motion by O’Leary, seconded by Henderson, to 
approve a raffle license for Lafayette Twp. Fire Dept. Ladies Auxiliary for October 19, 2019 and 
waive the local fee.   Motion carried by roll call vote: Hughes-yes, Corcoran-yes, Henderson-yes, 
O’Leary-yes, Bruning-yes. 
 
Sussex County Arts & Heritage Council, Inc.  -  Motion by Hughes, seconded  by Henderson, to 
approve two (2) raffle licenses for Sussex County Arts & Heritage Council, Inc. for October 11, 
2019.   Motion carried by roll call vote: Hughes-yes, Corcoran-yes, Henderson-yes, O’Leary-yes, 
Bruning-yes. 
 
 
Internet Technology Proposal  -  Hughes reported Prime Solutions submitted a proposal for IT 
company services.  He noted this needs to be included in the 2020 budget and suggested other 
quotes be acquired.  The Clerk will speak to the Secretary to obtain proposals. 
 
 
Executive Session   -   Motion by O’Leary, seconded by Henderson, to adopt the following 
resolution: 

A RESOLUTION OF THE TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE OF THE TOWNSHIP 
OF LAFAYETTE, COUNTY OF SUSSEX, STATE OF NEW JERSEY, 
AUTHORIZING CONFERENCE OF THE TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE 

WITH THE PUBLIC EXCLUDED 
 WHEREAS, it is deemed appropriate that the Township Committee discuss the matter(s) 
hereinafter mentioned without the presence of the public in accordance with the provisions of 
R.S. 10:4-12b, being Section b of the Open Public Meetings Act. 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Township Committee of the Township 
of Lafayette, in the County of Sussex, State of New Jersey as follows: 
 A matter relating to personnel shall be discussed by the Township Committee without the 
presence of the public.  It is anticipated that this matter can be disclosed to the public upon 
resolution of the matter. 
Motion carried by roll call vote:  Hughes-yes, Corcoran-yes, Henderson-yes, O’Leary-yes, 
Bruning-yes. 
   Exec. Session  -  Personnel 
Motion by O’Leary, seconded by Hughes, to return to the regular meeting. 
 
Mayor Bruning stated personnel was discussed in Executive Session. 
 
 
Adjournment 
With there being no further business, motion by Henderson, seconded by O’Leary, to adjourn the 
meeting.    Motion carried.    Meeting adjourned. 
 

Respectfully, 
 
 

ANNA ROSE FEDISH, RMC 
      Municipal Clerk 


