
       

 
 

      
 

 
    

 
 

   
 

    
 

       
 

 
         

      
 

 
       

                
              

   
            

            
     

     
    

 
 

   
      

        
         

       
     

  
         
         
              
             
             

         
             

                    
       

              
              

            
                 
              

      
 

 
    

     
         

    
     

  
         
         

December 17, 2019 

The regular bi-monthly meeting of the Lafayette Township Committee was held on Tuesday, 

December 17, 2019 at 7:30 P.M. in the Municipal Building, 33 Morris Farm Road, Lafayette, NJ
 

Members Present: Mayor Bruning, Committeemen Hughes, Corcoran, Henderson, 
O’Leary 

Members Absent None 

Also Present: Clerk Fedish, CFO Grisaffi, Road Foreman Macko 

Mayor Bruning opened the meeting stating that it was being held in compliance with Public Law 
1975, Chapter 231. 

Minutes - Motion by Corcoran, seconded by Henderson, to accept and place on file the minutes 
of November 6, 2019. Motion carried by roll call vote: Hughes-yes, Corcoran-yes, Henderson-
yes, O’Leary-yes, Bruning-yes. 

Tax Collector - For November 2019 
Tax Searches $20.00 
Tax Map Fee $100.00 
Current Year Taxes $1,408,774.75 
Prepaid Taxes – 2020 $6,433.21 
Interest $1,180.72 
Total $1,416,508.68 
Motion by Henderson, seconded by O’Leary, to accept the Tax Collector’s report as submitted.   
Motion carried by roll call vote: Hughes-yes, Corcoran-yes, Henderson-yes, O’Leary-yes, 
Bruning-yes. 

Treasurer’s Report Cash Report for October 2019 
Cash Balances as of September 31, 2019 $3,388,897.33 
Cash Receipts for October 2019 $773,257.46 
Total $4,162,154.79 
Cash Disbursements for October 2019 $438,029.78 
Cash Balances as of October 31, 2019 $3,724,125.01 
Account Balances as of October 31, 2019 
Current – Checking $1,374,061.15 
Capital – Checking $1,582,455.15 
Escrow – Checking $60,038.29 
COAH - Developers Fees $28,987.55 
COAH - Rehab Reserves $29,882.19 
Open Space Municipal Tax $197,975.92 
Snow Trust $12,737.92 
Environmental Contingencies $0.00 
Trust Accounts for Developers Agreement $405,333.71 
Special Rec. – Checking $6,315.47 
Special Donations $7,546.98 
Fire Prevention $16,753.16 
Green Acres Trust $626.06 
Dog Trust Account $1,411.46 
Total Account Balance $3,724,125.01 

Cash Report for November 2019 
Cash Balances as of October 31, 2019 $3,724,125.01 
Cash Receipts for November 2019 $1,614,293.48 
Total $5,338,418.49 
Cash Disbursements for November 2019 $1,066,471.15 
Cash Balances as of November 30, 2019 $4,271,947.34 
Account Balances as of November 30, 2019 
Current – Checking $1,932,834.34 
Capital – Checking $1,571,494.55 
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Escrow – Checking $61,869.24 
COAH - Developers Fees $31,671.49 
COAH - Rehab Reserves $29,883.38 
Open Space Municipal Tax $195,359.14 
Snow Trust $12,737.92 
Environmental Contingencies $0.00 
Trust Accounts for Developers Agreement $402,108.24 
Special Rec. – Checking $6,403.16 
Special Donations $7,546.98 
Fire Prevention $18,000.72 
Green Acres Trust $626.63 
Dog Trust Account $1,411.55 
Total Account Balance $4,271,947.34 
Motion by Henderson, seconded by Hughes, to accept and place on file the Treasurer’s Reports 
as submitted. Motion carried by roll call vote: Hughes-yes, Corcoran-yes, Henderson-yes, 
O’Leary-yes, Bruning-yes. 

Transfers Resolution - Motion by Henderson, seconded by Hughes, to adopt the following 
Resolution: 

WHEREAS, there is a need for adjustments to the 2019 municipal budget appropriations; 
and 

WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40:4-59 permits that all unexpended balances carried forward after 
the close of the fiscal year are available, until lapsed at the close of the succeeding year, to meet 
specific claims, commitments or contracts incurred. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Township Committee of the Township 
of Lafayette that the following transfers be made in the amounts so noted: 

From Amount To Amount 
Legal Services $2,800.00 Clerk O&E $ 15.00 
Engineering Services $3,000.00 Elections O&E $ 15.00 
Recreation O&E $7,350.00 Group Insurance $ 4,800.00 
Land Use O&E $9,500.00 General Liability Insurance $ 475.00 
Financial Admin S&W $ 200.00 911 System $ 160.00 
Computer Services $3,000.00 Streets & Roads S&W $25,400.00 
Office Equipment $1,700.00 Public Buildings & Grounds $  800.00 
Animal Control O&E $1,200.00 Gasoline & Diesel $ 1,425.00 
Recycling O&E $ 250.00 SS – Tax Assessment S&W $ 1.00 
Open Space O&E $ 500.00 
Zoning S&W $ 400.00 
Assessment of Taxes O&E $ 766.00 
Heating & Propane $1,425.00 
Celebration of Public Events $1,000.00 

Total Transfers $33,091.00 
Motion carried by roll call vote: Hughes-yes, Corcoran-no, Henderson-yes, O’Leary-yes, 
Bruning-yes. 

Committee Reports
 
Sidewalks - Hughes reported bids will go out in January, 2020.
 

Post Office - Hughes reported progress with the study is being made. 

Elizabethtown Gas - Hughes reported addresses from areas that cross into other towns 
(Warbasse Junction Road, Meadow Ridge Lane and Violet Trail) were sent. An easement for the 
gas line from The Mill is being considered. 

Emergency Management - Hughes reported the quarterly meeting was held with the recent 
storm being the focal point. A grant may be available for obtaining a generator for the municipal 
building and fire house. 

EMS - Corcoran reported the EMS responded to 24 calls with nine (9) being to group homes. 
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Open Space (OSAC) - O’Leary reported the draft Open Space and Recreation plan update has 
been given to the OSAC members.  The next meeting will be held in January, 2020. 

Land Use Board - O’Leary reviewed the Land Use Board meeting of November 21, 2019. 

Streets and Roads - Bruning reviewed the Road Foreman’s report. Bruning noted that in 
addition to the $170,000 NJDOT grant for Statesville Quarry Road-Phase II, approximately 
$80,000 is still needed to complete the project. 

Road Foreman Macko explained the need for a chipper for the recent storm. Motion by 
Bruning, seconded by Corcoran, to rent a chipper from United Rental for a cost not to exceed 
$2,300 only if it is needed due to not being able to borrow one. Motion carried by roll call vote: 
Hughes-yes, Corcoran-yes, Henderson-yes, O’Leary-yes, Bruning-yes. 

Correspondence 
a. Val Court Dedication – Roy Kurnos, Esq. and Michael Vreeland, PE 
b. From NJDOT  re: Statesville Quarry Rd. Improvements Phase II $170,000 grant 
c. From Lafayette EDC  re: Apartments Proposal at The Shoppes of Lafayette 
d. Hamburg Borough, Ogdensburg Borough and Sandyston Township Resolution Supporting an 
OPRA Study Commission 
e. Hamburg Borough Resolution Opposing A5692/S3941 
f. From Sandyston Township  re: Countywide Mutual Aid and Assistance Agreement 

Vouchers 
AG Pizza 168.68 
Agra Environmental Services, Inc. 320.00 
Airgas USA, LLC 977.78 
American Signal Company 1,124.00 
American Wear 395.15 
Amerigas – Chester 616.92 
Campbell Supply Company of Sussex County 108.44 
CenturyLink 652.62 
Chelbus Cleaning Co., Inc. 275.00 
Denville Line Painting, Inc. 12,004.80 
Dover Brake & Clutch Co., Inc. 230.75 
Dr. Sherri Talbot-Valerio 410.00 
Elizabethtown Gas 808.80 
EMSL Analytical, Inc. 286.00 
Fastenal Company 136.00 
Ficor Co., LLC 6,350.00 
Fire Fighters Equipment Co., Inc. 3,993.15 
Frankford Township 18,116.29 
Freespan Structures, Inc. 57,108.00 
Griffith-Allied Trucking 1,196.66 
High Point Regional High School 159,489.00 
Home Depot Credit Services 221.22 
JCP&L 2,193.38 
Kuiken Brothers Co., Inc. 92.20 
Laddey, Clerk & Ryan, LLP 2,040.00 
Lafayette Auto Parts Supply, LLC 663.45 
Lafayette House 929.25 
Lafayette Senior Citizens 1,000.00 
Lafayette Twp. Board of Education 312,500.00 
Lisa’s Stone Brook Florist 65.00 
Times Herald Record 266.10 
MacMillan Oil Co. of Allentown 722.50 
Minisick Press, Inc. 715.00 
Montague Tool & Supply Co. 96.20 
Mr. John 106.50 
ND Engineering, LLC 2,268.00 
NJ Dept. of Transportation 1,765.00 
NJ State League of Municipalities 130.00 
Prime Solutions 125.00 
R&L Data Centers, Inc. 840.84 
ReadyRefresh by Nestle 9.00 
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Richard Bruning 50.00 
Service Electric Cable TV of NJ, Inc. 43.90 
Staples Business Advantage 150.99 
SYNCB/Amazon 179.00 
The Med Room 250.00 
Tilcon New York, Inc. 153,306.77 
US Postal Service 600.00 
Van Cleef Engineering Associates, LLC 5,177.50 
Verizon Wireless 288.88 
Weldon Quarry Co., LLC 224.82 
Zydon Enterprise Fleet Systems, LLC 249.00 
Motion by Henderson, seconded by Corcoran, to pay the bills on the Bills List. Motion carried 
by roll call vote:  Hughes-yes, Corcoran-yes, Henderson-yes, O’Leary-yes, Bruning-yes. 

Old Business
 
Joint Court - The Clerk was asked to arrange a yearly meeting for the Joint Court.
 

New Business
 
Generators - Road Foreman/Fire Chief Macko asked about the timing/purchase of a generator 

for the fire house if it is obtained through a grant.  Committeeman Hughes will pursue this issue.
 

2020 Reorganization Meeting - Motion by Hughes, seconded by O’Leary, to schedule the
 
2020 Reorganization meeting for Tuesday, January 7, 2020 at 7:00pm with the regular meeting 

to immediately follow. Motion carried by roll call vote: Hughes-yes, Corcoran-yes, Henderson-

yes, O’Leary-yes, Bruning-yes.
 

Land Use Board Vacancy – Motion by Henderson, seconded by O’Leary, to appoint Lisa
 
Carlson to the Land Use Board as Alternate #2. Motion carried by roll call vote: Hughes-yes, 

Corcoran-yes, Henderson-yes, O’Leary-yes, Bruning-yes.
 

Soil Moving Ordinance - This issue will be tabled until the meeting on January 7, 2020.
 

Municipal Alliance Resolution - Motion by O’Leary, seconded by Corcoran, to adopt the
 
following Resolution:
 
GOVERNOR’S COUNCIL ON ALCOHOLISM AND DRUG ABUSE - FISCAL GRANT
 
CYCLE JULY 2021-JUNE 2025
 

WHEREAS, the Governor’s Council on Alcoholism and Drug Abuse established the 
Municipal Alliances for the Prevention of Alcoholism and Drug Abuse in 1989 to educate and 
engage residents, local government and law enforcement officials, schools, nonprofit 
organizations, the faith community, parents, youth and other allies in efforts to prevent 
alcoholism and drug abuse in communities throughout New Jersey; and 

WHEREAS, The Township Committee of the Township of Lafayette, County of Sussex, 
State of New Jersey recognizes that the abuse of alcohol and drugs is a serious problem in our 
society amongst persons of all ages; and therefore has an established Municipal Alliance 
Committee; and 

WHEREAS, the Township Committee further recognizes that it is incumbent upon not 
only public officials but upon the entire community to take action to prevent such abuses in our 
community; and 

WHEREAS, the Township Committee has applied for funding to the Governor’s Council 
on Alcoholism and Drug Abuse through the County of Sussex. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Township Committee of the Township 
of Lafayette, County of Sussex, State of New Jersey hereby recognizes the following: 

1.	 The Township Committee does hereby authorize submission of a strategic plan for 
the Central Municipal Alliance grant for fiscal year 2021 in the amount of: 

DEDR $8,996.00 
Cash Match 	 $2,249.00
 

In-Kind $6,747.00
 
2.	 The Township Committee acknowledges the terms and conditions for administering 

the Municipal Alliance grant, including the administrative compliance and audit 
requirements. 

Motion carried by roll call vote: Hughes-yes, Corcoran-yes, Henderson-yes, O’Leary-yes, 
Bruning-yes. 
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OPRA Study Commission Resolution - Motion by O’Leary, seconded by Henderson, to 
adopt the following Resolution: 
RESOLUTION CALLING FOR STUDY COMMISSION TO REVIEW THE OPEN PUBLIC 
RECORDS ACT 

WHEREAS, the Township of Lafayette strongly believes in and supports open 
transparent government, and that citizens and residents have the right to be informed about the 
workings of government in order to best participate in a democracy; and 

WHEREAS, on January 8, 2002 then Acting Governor DiFrancesco signed into law the 
Open Public Records Act (OPRA) which mandates that government records shall be available, 
with limited exceptions, for public access and simplifying the procedures for requesting such 
specific records; and 

WHEREAS, the intent of the law was to provide the public with easy access to 
government records with an uncomplicated process for obtaining the records and eliminating 
bureaucratic red tape; and 

WHEREAS, over the course of 18 years OPRA has been a positive light, but it has also 
been fraught with abuse and misuse, and has become an unanticipated financial cost to the 
taxpayers of New Jersey; and 

WHEREAS, the Township of Lafayette has labored under a well-intended law that has 
spiraled out of control, due to the volume and nature of requests, the cost to taxpayers in 
responding to the requests, and the potential liability in having to pay disproportionate prevailing 
party attorney’s fees should the requests turn into litigated matters, as well as the liability in 
determining which documents shall be released, with or without redaction, while attempting to 
maintain individual privacy; and 

WHEREAS, it is not only the volume of OPRA requests that challenge our resources, 
but it is also the cost associated with reviewing, retrieving, and processing the OPRA request(s) 
by public entity personnel and counsel and possibly defending our action(s) before the 
Government Records Council or in Superior Court; and 

WHEREAS, the Township of Lafayette received and responded to 81 OPRA requests in 
2017, 87 OPRA requests in 2018, and to date has received and responded to 105 OPRA requests 
as of December 3, 2019; and 

WHEREAS, the Township of Lafayette municipal staff has spent approximately 90 
hours responding to OPRA requests received in 2019 to date, and a yearly average of 
approximately 80 hours since 2017; and 

WHEREAS, due to the often conflicting case law and Government Record Council 
decisions, as well as the unique characteristics of OPRA request, the Township of Lafayette must 
often times rely on the municipal attorney to review certain OPRA requests; and 

WHEREAS, costly and broad OPRA requests halt and interrupt municipal operations 
due to the type and size, for example, out of State requesters, as well as companies within the 
State of New Jersey, often commercial businesses, who use OPRA for solicitation purposes for 
financial gain which is not the spirit to which OPRA was created; environmental companies 
requesting “all” of a municipality’s documents creating research projects; lack of specificity 
creates more work on the part of the Custodian, as each request must be diligently answered; and 

WHEREAS, with limited exceptions OPRA has not been amended to address the clear 
and apparent advancement in technology that has changed the way government records are 
created, stored, and/or transmitted; the various interpretive decisions; privacy concerns; abuse for 
commercial gain; and/or the ever increasing cost to taxpayers; and 

WHEREAS, as the current law approaches its twentieth (20th) anniversary it has 
outgrown its original intended use and has become ripe for comprehensive review and reform. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Township Committee of the 
Township of Lafayette appeals to the legislature to form a Commission comprised of Mayors, 
Municipal Clerks, Municipal Managers, Attorneys, Police Chiefs, open government advocates, 
privacy experts, members of the media, citizens and other appropriate stakeholders, to review 
and examine the effects of OPRA on local government and the needs to be fulfilled by the law, 
and use the Commission’s findings to perform a comprehensive reform of OPRA; and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that copies of this resolution be forwarded to 
Assemblyman F. Parker Space, Assemblyman Harold Wirths, Senator Steven V. Oroho, 
Assembly Speaker Craig Coughlin, Senate President Stephen Sweeney, Senator Loretta 
Weinberg, Executive Director of the Government Records Council, Governor Phil Murphy, the 
Municipal Clerks Association of New Jersey, New Jersey State League of Municipalities and 
Sussex County Municipalities. 
Motion carried by roll call vote: Hughes-yes, Corcoran-yes, Henderson-yes, O’Leary-yes, 
Bruning-yes. 
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Support S2505/A2558-Vegetation Management Resolution - Motion by Hughes, seconded 
by Henderson, to adopt the following Resolution: 
IN SUPPORT OF NEW JERSEY LEGISLATION WHICH CONCERNS VEGETATION 
MANAGEMENT (S2505/A2558 – “VEGETATION MANAGEMENT RESPONSE ACT”), 
URGING LEGISLATORS TO PASS THE BILLS FOR VEGETATION MANAGEMENT 
RELATED TO ELECTRIC UTILITY INFRASTRUCTURE 

WHEREAS, it is the desire of the Township Committee of the Township of Lafayette, 
Sussex County, New Jersey, to promote matters which benefit the health, welfare, comfort and 
safety of the citizens of Lafayette Township; and 

WHEREAS, the Lafayette Township Committee finds that Superstorm Sandy, Hurricane 
Irene and recent snow storms and nor’easters have inflicted unprecedented damage on the 
citizens of the Township; and 

WHEREAS, these storms left extensive downed or damaged utility poles leaving 
Township residents and businesses without power and, as a result, the Board of Public Utilities 
ordered the State’s electric public utilities to undertake additional efforts to better prepare for any 
major weather event in the future; and 

WHEREAS, the Township Committee feels it is necessary for electric public utilities to 
maintain, remove and replace dangerous vegetation to prevent future power disruptions and 
preserve the uninterrupted transmission and distribution of power to the residents and businesses 
in the Township of Lafayette. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Township Committee of the 
Township of Lafayette, Sussex County, New Jersey, supports the passage of New Jersey Senate 
Bill S2505/Assembly Bill A2558 which concerns “Vegetation Management Response Act” and 
urges the legislative leadership to ensure this bill becomes law before the New Year 2020. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that certified copies of this Resolution be forwarded to 
Governor Phil Murphy, Senate President Stephen Sweeney, Assembly Speaker Craig Coughlin, 
Minority Leader Jon Bramnick, Republican Leader Thomas Kean, Jr., Senator Steven Oroho, 
Assemblyman Parker Space, Assemblyman Harold “Hal” Wirths, New Jersey League of 
Municipalities Executive Director Mike Darcy, New Jersey League of Municipalities Deputy 
Executive Director Mike Cerra, New Jersey League of Municipalities President James Perry, Sr., 
New Jersey League of Municipalities Legislative Analyst Lori Buckelew, Sussex County 
Freeholders, Sussex County League of Municipalities, and Sussex County Emergency 
Management Coordinator. 
Motion carried by roll call vote: Hughes-yes, Corcoran-yes, Henderson-yes, O’Leary-yes, 
Bruning-yes. 

Signature for Payment Resolution - Motion Corcoran, seconded by Henderson, to adopt the 
following Resolution: 
ESTABLISHING POLICES AND PROCEDURES FOR THE PAYMENT OF CLAIMS AND 
CLAIMANTS SIGNATURE FOR PAYMENT 

WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A:5-16(a) set for the requirement, prior to payment of any local 
unit monies, for a claimant or vendor certification from the party claiming payment, that the bill 
or demand for payment is correct; and 

WHEREAS, N.J.A.C. 5:30-9A36 and 5:31-4.1 allows local units greater discretion in 
implementing the claimant certification requirement, as well as nullifying the requirement in 
most circumstances; and 

WHEREAS, a continued internal control, N.J.S.A 40A5-16(b) requires local units to have 
written or electronic certification of some officer or duly designated employee of the local unit 
having knowledge of the facts that the goods have been received by, or the services rendered to 
the local unit prior to any distribution of funds; and 

AND, WHEREAS, pursuant to N.J.A.C 5:30-9A.6 and 5:31-4.1, the Lafayette Township 
Governing Body desires to clarify and set forth revised requirements for claimant or vendor 
certifications. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Township Committee of the Township 
of Lafayette, Sussex County, New Jersey, will no longer require a claimants or vendor 
certification, with the exception of the following circumstances: 

a. Reimbursement or advance of employee expenses 
b. Service(s) provided exclusively and entirely by and individual (sole proprietor) 

Motion carried by roll call vote: Hughes-yes, Corcoran-yes, Henderson-yes, O’Leary-yes, 
Bruning-yes. 
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Cancel to Grant Reserves Resolution - Motion by Hughes, seconded by Corcoran, to adopt 
the following Resolution: 
CANCEL TO FUND BALANCE THE 2015 STATESVILLE QUARRY ROAD GRANT 
RECEIVABLE AND OFFSETTING APPROPRIATED GRANT RESERVE 

WHEREAS, the following receivable balances remain on the Current Fund Balance 
Sheet; and 

WHEREAS, these balances have been researched and are no longer valid due to either 
the time period of the Grant or due to the fact these Grants were disbursed in prior years from the 
Operating Budget; and 

WHEREAS, it is necessary to formally cancel said balances so that the unexpended 
balances may be returned to Fund Balance, 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Township Committee of the Township 
of Lafayette, Sussex County, New Jersey, that the following Grant Receivable and offsetting 
Appropriated Grant Reserve balance be cancelled to Fund Balance: 

Project Description Amount Canceled 
2015 Statesville Quarry $3,193.06 

Motion carried by roll call vote: Hughes-yes, Corcoran-yes, Henderson-yes, O’Leary-yes, 
Bruning-yes. 

Cancel Unexpended Ordinances Resolution - Motion by Hughes, seconded by Corcoran, to 
adopt the following Resolution: 
CANCEL TO THE CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT FUND UNEXPENDED AND DEDICATED 
BALANCES OF THE GENERAL CAPITAL APPROPRIATIONS 

WHEREAS, certain General Capital Improvement appropriation balances remain 
dedicated to projects now completed; and 

WHEREAS, it is necessary to formally cancel said balances so that the unexpended 
balances may be returned to each respective Capital Improvement Fund or credited to Surplus, 
and unused debt authorizations may be canceled; 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Township Committee of the Township 
of Lafayette, Sussex County, New Jersey, that the following unexpended and dedicated balances 
of the General Capital Appropriations be canceled to the Capital Improvement Fund: 

Date Project Description Amount Canceled 
2017 2017–07 – Silo Project $ 183.09 
2019 2019-11 – Fire Hose $ 6.85 
2019 2019-12 – Gas Boiler $ 540.00 
2019 2019-15 – Phones $ 5,000.00 
2019 2019-16 – Fire Panel $ 5,000.00 
2019 2019-12 – Salt Shed       $14,108.00 
Total Improvements canceled $24,837.94 

Motion carried by roll call vote: Hughes-yes, Corcoran-yes, Henderson-yes, O’Leary-yes, 

Bruning-yes.
 

Acceptance of Val Court as a Township Road Darren Tubito
 
Mr. Tubito said a cash maintenance bond was given to the Township. He noted there are no 

trees shown on the approved map; however, 36 street trees are listed in the performance bond.  

He said the Township Engineer does not feel 36 trees are necessary.
 

Following discussion, it was the consensus of the Township Committee that five (5) trees be
 
planted along Val Court. Mr. Tubito is to discuss the locations of the trees with the Township 

Engineer.
 

This issue of road acceptance will be carried to the next meeting on January 7, 2020.
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Audience 
Mr. Bill Macko, Fire Chief, said the Township EMS needs to install a wire on the new cell 
tower.  Because the County needs to make upgrades, they will pay for the installation. 

Adjournment 
With there being no further business, motion by Henderson, seconded by Corcoran, to adjourn 
the meeting.  Motion carried.  Meeting adjourned. 

Respectfully, 

ANNA ROSE FEDISH, RMC 
Municipal Clerk 
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