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LAFAYETTE TOWNSHIP LAND USE BOARD MEETING MINUTES June 25, 2020 

This meeting was held via an online video conferencing format due to the Covid-19 Pandemic.  

Please join the meeting from your computer, tablet or smartphone. 
https://global.gotomeeting.com/join/111458821 

You can also dial in using your phone. 
United States: +1 (408) 650-3123 

Access Code: 111-458-821 

New to GoToMeeting? Get the app at: 
https://global.gotomeeting.com/install/111458821 

CALL TO ORDER: 
Mr. Taylor called the meeting to order at 7:32 p.m. and stated it was open to the public in 
compliance with Public Law 1975, Chapter 231, Sections 4 & 13.  The Board will not hear from 
any new witnesses after 10:00 pm and will not hear any new testimony after 10:30 pm. 

FLAG SALUTE: 
Mr. Taylor led everyone in a flag salute. 

ROLL CALL: 
Members Present: 
Richard Hughes 
Kevin O’Leary 
Don Leuthe 
Suzanne Van Sickle 
Thomas Madewell 
Tamerith Deller 
Mark Andersen 
Robert Taylor 

Members Excused: 
Greg Suljic 
Lisa Carlson 

Members Absent: 
Warren Potter 

Also Present: 
Ursula Leo, Esq. 
Nevitt Duveneck, PE 

MINUTES: May 21, 2020 
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LAFAYETTE TOWNSHIP LAND USE BOARD MEETING MINUTES June 25, 2020 

A motion to approve the minutes with the noted corrections was made by Mr. Hughes.  It was 
seconded by Mr. Madewell and passed with a roll call vote.  Ayes: Hughes, O’Leary, Leuthe, 
Van Sickle, Madewell, Deller, Taylor. 

COMPLETNESS / HEARINGS / CONCEPT: 
1.) Sharples, Joseph MNR20-4 B:20, L:4.01 
Ms. Deller stepped down from the Board for this hearing. 

Mr. Fred Gillespie, Esq. from Kearney NJ said he was representing the applicant who has filed a 
minor subdivision application with no variances necessary.  

Mr. Duveneck went through his completeness report dated June 12, 2020 and felt the application 
could be deemed complete.  

A motion to deem the application complete with the noted checklist waivers was made by Mr. 
O’Leary.  It was seconded by Mr. Leuthe and passed with a roll call vote.  Ayes: Hughes, 
Leuthe, O’Leary, Van Sickle, Madewell, Andersen, Taylor. 

Mr. Jason Dunn, PP from Dykstra Associates, 11 Lawrence Rd, Newton, NJ and Mr. Joseph 
Sharples, property owner were sworn in by Ms. Leo. 

Mr. Joseph Sharples gave a brief description of the property.  He said the property is 
approximately 21+ acres. He said he recently took down the houses and what is left is a 
foundation, a pool and a barn.  He said he has a contract purchaser for one lot and will retain the 
other lot for future development.  

Mr. Dunn explained the subdivision to the Board.  He said two houses have been removed from 
the lot, and the lot is currently used for agriculture; hayfields and woodlands.  He said the lot 
currently contains a barn, foundation, shed and pool.  Mr. Dunn explained there are two 
driveways that serve the lot. They are proposing to keep one of the driveways.  Mr. Dunn 
explained the necessary grading and new driveway,  

Mr. Dunn said the proposed subdivision meets all of the zoning criteria in the R-4 zone.  He 
addressed Mr. Duveneck’s report.  Mr. Dunn said he met with the Township Road Forman and 
he had no issues with the proposed grading.  Mr. Dunn said they discussed the two catch basins.  
Mr. Dunn explained the existing catch basins and the connecting pipe to the Board.  

Mr. Madewell asked about the pool to which Mr. Dunn said it is not being used at this time.  Mr. 
Sharples said the pool is fenced in but it is not filled in.  Mr. Madewell asked which lot will be 
sold to which Mr. Sharples said the lot without the pool.  

Mr. Dunn said they could build a home on each lot and meet all of the bulk requirements.  

Mr. Gillespie said they will only need one drainage easement and that Mr. Sharples will dedicate 
33 feet of the property for the drainage easement.  
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LAFAYETTE TOWNSHIP LAND USE BOARD MEETING MINUTES June 25, 2020 

Mr. O’Leary asked which lot the barn is on and what the condition of it is.  Mr. Sharples said the 
foundation of the barn is intact and he plans to rebuild on that foundation.  Mr. O’Leary asked if 
the well is capped to which Mr. Sharples said it was filled with cement.  Mr. Duveneck said the 
well has a wellhead on it.  Mr. Sharples said he has paperwork showing the well was cement 
filled and capped.  Mr. Duveneck asked for a copy of the document.  

Mr. Taylor opened the meeting to the public.  With nobody coming forward, the meeting was 
closed to the public. 

Mr. Hughes noted the Township has a soil importation ordinance and wanted the permit process 
put on the record.  Mr. Taylor asked about the grading.  Mr. Dunn explained the proposed 
grading.  

Mr. Taylor opened the meeting to the public again.  With nobody coming forward, the meeting 
was closed to the public.  

Ms. Leo went over the conditions with the Board.  

There was a discussion on the drainage pipe.  Mr. Dunn explained what he saw and said he did 
not have any evidence of a cross drain.    

A motion to approve the minor subdivision with the noted conditions was made by Mr. O’Leary.  
It was seconded by Mr. Madewell and passed with a roll call vote. Ayes: Hughes, O’Leary, 
Leuthe, Van Sickle, Madewell, Andersen, Taylor.  

AUDIENCE: 
Mr. Taylor opened the meeting to the public.  With nobody coming forward, the meeting was 
closed to the public. 

OLD BUSINESS: 
Mr. O’Leary asked about the progress of the cell tower.  Mr. Duveneck said he sent a letter 
requesting that certain site work be done and he has a meeting set up with Homeland Towers.  
He said he has issues with the site and they seem eager to fix those issues.  

NEW BUSINESS: None. 

RESOLUTIONS: None. 

ORDINANCES: None. 

ZONING REPORT: 
The Board agreed to carry the report until the Zoning Officer was present. 

LIAISON REPORTS: 
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LAFAYETTE TOWNSHIP LAND USE BOARD MEETING MINUTES June 25, 2020 

Township Committee: 
Mr. Hughes said Elizabethtown gas is moving forward with the possibility of a gas line on Violet 
Trail and Mc Cloud Lane as well as moving forward with the research on a possible gas line 
down Morris Farm Road towards the center of town.  

Mr. Hughes said he has been talking to a developer who is looking at the Nouvell property. 

Open Space: 
There was nothing to report. 

Economic Development: 
There was nothing to report.
 

BILLS: List #5
 
Mr. Leuthe went over the bills with the Board.
 

A motion to pay the bills as presented was made by Mr. Leuthe.  It was seconded by Mr. Hughes
 
and passed with a roll call vote.  Ayes: Hughes, O’Leary, Leuthe, Van Sickle, Madewell, 

Andersen, Deller, Taylor.
 

CORRESPONDENCE: None 

ADJOURNMENT: 
With no further business to come before the Board, a motion to adjourn was made by Mr. 
O’Leary.  It was seconded by Mr. Leuthe and passed with a roll call vote.  Ayes:  Hughes, 
O’Leary, Leuthe, Van Sickle, Madewell, Andersen, Deller, Taylor. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Stephanie Pizzulo 
Land Use Board Secretary 
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