LAFAYETTE TOWNSHIP LAND USE BOARD MEETING MINUTES July 23, 2020

CALL TO ORDER:

Mr. Taylor called the meeting to order and stated it was open to the public in compliance with
Public Law 1975, Chapter 231, Sections 4 & 13. The Board will not hear from any new
witnesses after 10:00 pm and will not hear any new testimony after 10:30 pm.

FLAG SALUTE
ROLL CALL:

Members Present:
Richard Hughes
Kevin O’Leary
Susanne Van Sickle
Warren Potter
Tamerith Deller

Lisa Carlson (7:36pm)
Robert Taylor

Member Excused:
Donald Leuthe
Thomas Madewell

Members Absent:
Mark Andersen

Also Present:
Jonathan Frodella, Esq.
Nevitt Duveneck, Esq.

MINUTES: June 18, 2020

A motion to approve the minutes of the June 18, 2020 meeting with the noted corrections was
made by Mr. Hughes. It was seconded by Mr. Potter and passed with a roll call vote. Ayes:
Hughes, O’Leary, Van Sickle, Deller, Taylor.

COMPLETNESS / HEARINGS / CONCEPT: None.

AUDIENCE:

Mr. Nicholas Vene, owner of The Shoppes at Lafayette addressed the Board. He said he spoke
to the Economic Development Committee about constructing 150 apartment rental units at The
Shoppes at Lafayette and the Committee suggested he present an informal concept to the Land
Use Board. The proposed construction would be where the Lakeland Andover School is
currently. Mr. Vene said he purchased the property about 3 years ago and has put a significant
amount of money in to the mall however, the face of retail is changing and some of the major
tenants are terminating their leases. He said a mixed use is successful and he does not see the



LAFAYETTE TOWNSHIP LAND USE BOARD MEETING MINUTES July 23, 2020

village coming back without the residential component. He said the Lafayette House is
struggling as well.

Mr. Vene said Trader Joe’s has expressed interest if the residential component is there. Mr.
Maione, the proposed builder has successfully built this type of mixed use. They showed the
Board picture of other apartment buildings Mr. Maione has built. Mr. Vene said they would
need a sewer treatment plant.

Mr. Taylor advised anything the Board says in non-binding by the Board.

Mr. Maione explained the photos to the Board. He said the market could support apartments.

He explained it would be a walkable town center however; they need a sewer treatment plant.

He said they would need to get the Township’s support in order to the get the D.E.P. approval for
the plant. He said they would need a use variance for the apartments. There was a discussion on
the sewer treatment plant location.

Mr. Taylor asked if any of the existing commercial space would be converted to residential. Mr.
Vene said some of the buildings in the back could be converted to COAH units. Mr. Maione
said the COAH is usually put above the retail space. Mr. Vene said the goal is to create a town
center.

Mr. O’Leary suggested Mr. Maione and Mr. Vene attend a Technical Review Committee
meeting with the Board Professionals. Mr. O’Leary said the mixed-use concept is endorsed by
the Township and is in the ordinance currently. There was a discussion on some of the details
that would need to be addressed. Mr. Maione said the sewer is the major part of the project.
There was a discussion on the sewer treatment plant. Mr. Hughes said the property is in the
sewer service area. Mr. Hughes advised there would be an affordable housing component.
There was a discussion on the affordable housing requirement.

Mr. Taylor suggested Mr. Maione consider the design standards of the Gateway Overlay
requirements.

Mr. O’Leary asked if the project will be owner-operated to which Mr. Maione said yes.

Mr. Vene and Mr. Maione said they would contact the Board Secretary to set up a Technical
Review Committee meeting.

With nobody else coming before the Board, the meeting was closed to the public.

OLD BUSINESS:
1.) Open Space & Recreation Plan
Mr. O’Leary said the plan has been updated with the comments from the public hearing.
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A motion to adopt the update to the Open Space & Recreation Plan as an element to the Master
Plan was made by Mr. O’Leary. It was seconded by Mrs. Carlson and passed with a roll call
vote. Ayes: Hughes, O’Leary, Van Sickle, Potter, Deller, Carlson, Taylor.

Mr. Hughes asked about the trust money referendum. Mr. O’Leary said it would be on the ballot
in November.

NEW BUSINESS: None.

RESOLUTIONS:

1.) Harmony Foundation

A motion to approve the resolution was made by Ms. Deller. It was seconded by Ms. Van Sickle
and passed with a roll call vote. Ayes: Deller, Van Sickle, Carlson, Taylor.

2.) Sharples, Joseph MNR20-4 B:20, L:4.01
A motion to approve the resolution was made by Mr. Hughes. It was seconded by Ms. Van
Sickle and passed with a roll call vote. Ayes: Hughes, O’Leary, Van Sickle, Taylor.

3.) Open Space & Recreation Plan Update

A motion to approve the resolution was made by Mr. O’Leary. It was seconded by Mr. Hughes
and passed with a roll call vote. Ayes: Hughes, O’Leary, Van Sickle, Potter, Deller, Carlson,
Taylor.

ORDINANCES: None.

ZONING REPORT:
The Board Secretary went over the zoning reports with the Board.

LIAISON REPORTS:

Open Space:

Mr. O’Leary said the Open Space Committee did not meet in August. They will start an
outreach program for the Open Space trust at their September meeting.

Township Committee:
Mr. O’Leary said a second cannabis company has approached the Township and will most likely
be attending a Technical Review Committee meeting.

Mr. O’Leary advised the Board that Mr. Greg Suljic has resigned. The Township has hired Ms.
Debra Card as the new Zoning Officer.

Mr. O’Leary said there have been complaints about the truck traffic in and out of the Beaver Run
Road quarry. There has been some enforcement put in place.

Mr. O’Leary advised that the Committee is looking into using Clean Communities money to pay
for help with the fall cleanup. The Township can no longer get help from the SLAP program.
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Mr. O’Leary said the pending High Point litigation is still on going.

Mr. Hughes reported the Post Office is finalizing their decision on whether Lafayette will be a
one or two counter position facility.

Economic Development:
Nothing to report.

BILLS: List # 6
The Board Secretary went over the bills with the Board.

A motion to pay the bills as presented was made by Mr. O’Leary. It was seconded by Mr.
Hughes and passed with a roll call votes. Ayes: Hughes, O’Leary, Van Sickle, Potter, Deller,
Carlson, Taylor.

CORRESPONDENCE:
1.) From: SC Department of Engineering
Re: Braen Royalty, LLC — Requesting a 30-day extension

2.) From: Ursula Leo, Esq.
To: Jesus Torres
Re: ECHO Application

Mr. Duveneck gave the Board an update on the cell tower project. He said they are going to
clean up the mess. He explained why the tower is still not operational. The tower is up and
ready to go however, Verizon is not ready to start operating.

Mr. Duveneck gave the Board an update on the cemetery project. The first phase is complete
and it is beautiful.

ADJOURNMENT:
With no further business to come before the Board, a motion to adjourn was made by Ms. Van
Sickle. It was seconded by Ms. Deller and passed with everyone saying aye.

Respectfully submitted,

Stephanie Pizzulo
Board Secretary



