LAFAYETTE TOWNSHIP LAND USE BOARD  MEETING MINUTES August 27, 2020

CALL TO ORDER:

Mr. Taylor called the meeting to order at 7:30 pm and stated it was open to the public in
compliance with Public Law 1975, Chapter 231, Sections 4 & 13. The Board will not hear from
any new witnesses after 10:00 pm and will not hear any new testimony after 10:30 pm.

FLAG SALUTE
Mr. Taylor led the Board in a flag salute.

ROLL CALL:

Members Present:
Richard Hughes
Kevin O’Leary

Don Leuthe (7:32pm)
Warren Potter
Thomas Madewell
Tamerith Deller
Mark Andersen
Robert Taylor

Members Excused:
Suzanne Van Sickle

Members Absent:
Lisa Carlson

MINUTES: July 23, 2020

A motion to approve the minutes of the July 23, 2020 meeting was made by Mr. O’Leary. It was
seconded by Mr. Hughes and passed with a roll call vote. Ayes: Hughes, O’Leary Potter, Deller,
Taylor.

COMPLETNESS / HEARINGS / CONCEPT: None.

AUDIENCE:
Mr. Taylor opened the meeting to the public. With no public present, the meeting was closed to
the public.

OLD BUSINESS: None.

NEW BUSINESS:

1.) Land Use Hearing Procedures Pamphlet

The Board Secretary discussed the proposed pamphlet, which would be available to the public.
The pamphlet gives an outline of the meeting procedures and the hearing process. The Board
discussed the proposed pamphlet.
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2.) Changes to Zoning Ordinances

Mr. Taylor noted the Board has started working on possible zoning ordinance changes prior to
the onset of Covid19. Mr. Taylor suggested the Board consider “Mother/Daughter” housing
options by allowing for a second unit in the same dwelling unit.

Ms. Deller said there are houses in Lafayette that are multi-residence and did not understand how
they received a Certificate of Occupancy. There was a discussion on the existing multi-family
residences.

Ms. Deller suggested the Board reconsider the Village Residential Zone. She felt it should all be
Village Commercial. There was a discussion on these two zones. Ms. Deller felt there were
“pockets” of Village Residential zones within the Village Commercial Zone. Mr. O’Leary felt
any zone changes should be part of the Master Plan Re-Exam, which will take place next year.
There was a discussion of getting the Board Planner involved.

RESOLUTIONS: None
ORDINANCES: None.

ZONING REPORT:
Mr. O’Leary reported he had spoken to the new Zoning Officer and said she is cleaning up all of
the old files and will have a report for the Board at the next meeting.

LIAISON REPORTS:

Township Committee:

Mr. O’Leary reported on the Route 15 parking lot. He said the barn on the property is in the
floodplain and if the town wants to take the barn down they would need to encapsulate it, do an
archeological dig and the D.E.P. would require permits so it would be too costly to remove it.

There is space for 23 parking spaces without taking the barn down.
Mr. Taylor asked if the barn could be used, to which Mr. O’Leary said he did not know.

Mr. O’Leary said Harmony Foundation of New Jersey should close on the property by the end of
the year. He said the town would start the paving of Statesville Quarry Road soon and
Elizabethtown Gas will start construction on Violet Trail and McCloud Lane by the end of the
year.

Mr. Hughes gave update on Post Office and said they are still working on the one or two counter
issue. Once that is completed, they will move forward to choose a site.

Open Space:
Mr. O’Leary said they are working on a letter addressing the November ballot referendum,
which will be sent to the Township Boards and Committees and to the Newspaper editor.
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Economic Development:
Mr. Hughes said there was a letter sent to the land Use Board endorsing the proposed residential
rental units for the Shoppes at Lafayette.

Technical Review Committee:

Mr. Taylor reported on the TRC meeting with The Shoppes at Lafayette. He said they want
three four-story apartment buildings with 150 units in total. He said Mr. Duveneck felt the
parking and sewage treatment plant would not be a problem. Mr. Taylor felt the height might be
an issue at 45 feet high. Mr. Taylor said the buildings would be close to the road. Ms. Deller
said they are considering making the buildings longer and only three stories high. Mr. Taylor
said they had a discussion on the affordable housing requirement. There was a discussion on the
proposed structures, the lack of retail on the site and the possibility of it becoming a town center.
Mr. Taylor said they were not opposed to changing some of the existing buildings into residential
rental units.

BILLS: List #7

Mr. Leuthe went over the bills with the Board.

A motion to pay the bills as presented was made by Mr. Leuthe. It was seconded by Mr.
O’Leary and passed with a roll call vote. Ayes: Hughes, O’Leary, Leuthe, Potter, Madewell,
Deller, Andersen, Taylor.

CORRESPONDENCE:
1.) From: Sussex County Division of Planning
Re: Braen Royalty, LLC — Scheduled Hearing

2.) From: Economic Development Committee
Re: The Shoppes at Lafayette Residential Rental Units

ADJOURNMENT:

With no further business to come before the Board, a motion to adjourn was made by Mr.
Hughes. It was seconded by Mr. Leuthe and passed with everyone saying aye.

Respectfully submitted,

Stephanie Pizzulo
Board Secretary



