
March 3, 2020

The regular bi-monthly meeting of the Lafayette Township Committee was held on Tuesday,  
March 3, 2020 at 7:30 P.M. in the Municipal Building, 33 Morris Farm Road, Lafayette, NJ

Members Present: Mayor Henderson, Committeemen Hughes, Corcoran, Bruning,
O’Leary

Members Absent None

Also Present: Clerk Fedish, Attorney Kurnos, CFO Grisaffi,
Road Foreman Macko

Mayor Henderson opened the meeting stating that it was being held in compliance with Public  
Law 1975, Chapter 231.

Minutes  -  Motion by O’Leary, seconded by Corcoran, to accept and place on file the minutes of 
February 18, 2020.   Motion carried by roll call vote: Hughes-yes, Corcoran-yes, Bruning-
abstain, O’Leary-yes, Henderson-yes.

Tax Collector   -   For January 2020
Lieu of Tax           $475.04
Tax Map Fee           $300.00
Prior Year Taxes        $5,915.16
Current Year Taxes $1,402,489.74
Interest           $911.41
Total $1,410,091.35
Motion by Corcoran, seconded by Bruning, to accept the Tax Collector’s report as submitted.  
Motion carried by roll call vote:  Hughes-yes, Corcoran-yes, Bruning-yes, O’Leary-yes, 
Henderson-yes.

Open Space (OSAC)  -  O’Leary reviewed upcoming meeting agendas.

Land Use Board  -  O’Leary reviewed the meeting of February 27, 2020.

Streets and Roads  -  Bruning reviewed the Road Foreman’s report.

EMS  -  Corcoran reported the EMS responded to 35 calls in February with 21 being to group 
homes.    The LAA basketball tournament starts on March 13, 2020; and a crew will be available 
at the school.  The EMS is now a member of the State First Aid Council.

US Postal Service  -  Hughes reported a meeting with US Postal Services representatives is 
scheduled for Thursday, March 5, 2020 at 7:00pm. at the Municipal Building.

Rt. 15 Streetscape/Sidewalk Bids  -  Hughes reported the bid opening was held today; and the 
information has been forwarded to the Township Attorney for his review.

Hughes reported a grant package to continue the sidewalk along Rt. 15 to the proposed parking 
area and include lighting will be prepared by the Township Engineer.

Emergency Management  -  Hughes reported a meeting will be held on Friday, March 6, 2020 
to with representatives from Advance Housing for emergency preparedness and the using of the  
9-1-1 system for non-emergency events.

JCP&L  -  Hughes reported he spoke to a representative from JCP&L regarding tree 
management in the Township.  More information is expected for the next meeting.

Generators  -  Hughes reported the quotes are above the $17,500.00 bid threshold; and he will  
pursue this issue further.  He will review State contracts; and Emergency Management and  
Capital funds will be used to finance the project.  There is a need to complete this project as  
outages are increasing.
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Fire Department  -  Henderson reported the Fire Department responded to six (6) calls in 
February.  He reviewed the recent meeting the Sheriff’s Department attended regarding radio  
communications and costs for replacement.

Motion by Corcoran, seconded by O’Leary, to approve Patrick Lucey rejoining the Fire  
Department.   Motion carried by roll call vote: Hughes-yes, Corcoran-yes, Bruning-abstain,  
O’Leary-yes, Henderson-yes.

Correspondence
a. From Kristi Young, Ginnie’s House  re: April - Child Abuse Prevention Month
b. SC Freeholders Letter to Governor Murphy  re: Vegetation Management Response Act
c. SC Freeholders Resolution  re: Declaring 2nd Amendment/Lawful Gun Owner County
d. Hampton Township Resolution  re: Supporting Right Guaranteed by 2nd Amendment

Vouchers
American Wear      111.90
Amerigas-Chester      102.64
Aurora Electrical Supply        47.01
Chelbus Cleaning Co., Inc.      275.00
Covco Contracting, LLC      177.37
E.A. Morse & Co., Inc.      198.19
Fastenal Company        45.56
Griffith-Allied Trucking   2,812.95
JCP&L   2,037.28
Kimball-Midwest      215.76
Laddey, Clark & Ryan, LLP   1,666.00
Lincoln National Life Insurance Co. 22,770.00
MacMillan Oil Co. of Allentown      890.00
Morton Salt, Inc. 15,183.88
ND Engineering, LLC   3,992.00
Nielsen Automotive Corp.      185.34
NJ Dept. of Health & Senior Services      170.40
Staples Business Advantage      197.27
Times Herald Record      284.80
Toni Grisaffi, Cashier        25.00
Van Cleef Engineering Associates, LLC   7,660.03
Verizon Wireless      272.96
Jean Perlee        15.00
Peggy Pak   1,200.00
Motion by Corcoran, seconded by O’Leary, to pay the bills on the Bills List.   Motion carried by 
roll call vote: Hughes-yes, Corcoran-yes, Bruning-abstain, O’Leary-yes, Henderson-yes.

Old Business
Fire Department Sign  -  O’Leary feels a memo of understanding is needed for the use of the 
sign.  The Township Attorney will draft a licensing agreement for the next meeting.

New Business
Self-Examination Resolution  -  Motion by Bruning, seconded by Hughes, to adopt the 
following Resolution:

SELF-EXAMINATION OF BUDGET RESOLUTION
WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A:4-78b has authorized the Local Finance Board to adopt rules 

that permit municipalities in sound fiscal condition to assume the responsibility, normally  
granted to the Director of the Division of Local Government Services, of conducting the annual  
budget examination; and

WHEREAS, N.J.A.C. 5:30-7 was adopted by the Local Finance Board on February 11,  
1997; and

WHEREAS, pursuant to N.J.A.C. 5:30-7.2 through 7.5, the Township of Lafayette has 
been declared eligible to participate in the program by the Division of Local government  
Services, and the Chief Financial officer has determined that the local government meets the 
necessary conditions to participate in the program for the 2020 budget year.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Township Committee of the Township  
of Lafayette that in accordance with N.J.A.C. 5:30-7.6a & b and based upon the Chief Financial 
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Officer's certification, the Township Committee has found the budget has met the following 
requirements:

1. That with reference to the following items, the amounts have been calculated  
pursuant to law and appropriated as such in the budget:

a. Payment of interest and debt redemption charges
b. Deferred charges and statutory expenditures
c. Cash deficit of preceding year
d. Reserve for uncollected taxes
e. Other reserves and non-disbursement items
f. Any inclusions of amounts required for school purposes.

2. That the provisions relating to limitation on increases of appropriations pursuant  
to N.J.S.A. 40A:4-45.2 and appropriations for exceptions to limits on appropriations found at 
N.J.S.A. 40A:4-45.3 et seq., are fully met (complies with CAP law).

3. That the budget is in such form, arrangement, and content as required by the  
Local Budget Law and N.J.A.C. 5:30-4 and 5:30-5.

4. That pursuant to the Local Budget Law:
a. All estimates of revenue are reasonable, accurate and correctly stated.
b. Items of appropriation are properly set forth.
c. In itemization, form, arrangement and content, the budget will permit

the exercise of the comptroller function within the municipality.
5. The budget and associated amendments have been introduced and publicly 

advertised in accordance with the relevant provisions of the Local Budget Law, except that 
failure to meet the deadlines of N.J.S.A. 40A:4-5 shall not prevent such certification.

6. That all other applicable statutory requirements have been fulfilled.
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a copy of this resolution will be forwarded to the 

Director of the Division of Local Government Services upon adoption.
Motion carried by roll call vote: Hughes-yes, Corcoran-yes, Bruning-abstain, O’Leary-yes,  
Henderson-yes.

2020 Municipal Budget  -  Motion by Bruning, seconded by Corcoran, to introduce the 2020 
Municipal Budget and set the public hearing date of April 7, 2020.   Motion carried by roll call 
vote: Hughes-yes, Corcoran-yes, Bruning-abstain, O’Leary-yes, Henderson-yes.

Route 15 Rezoning Ordinance  -  Motion by Bruning, seconded by Hughes, to introduce the 
following Ordinance and set the public hearing date of March 17, 2020:
AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND LAFAYETTE TOWNSHIP CODE REZONING BLOCK 15, 
LOT 26 AND BLOCK 7, LOT 16 TO VILLAGE COMMERCIAL

WHEREAS, the Township of Lafayette has reviewed its current zoning for the properties 
known as Block 15, Lot 26 and Block 7, Lot 16 (the “Properties”) in the Township of Lafayette 
located along the Route 15 corridor, and determined that changes are necessary regarding the  
zoning of said Properties, from VR, Village Residential and P, Public, respectively, to VC,  
Village Commercial District; and

WHEREAS, the rezoning of the Properties to VC, Village Commercial District is in 
accordance with the future commercial development of the surrounding neighborhood; and

WHEREAS, the Land Use Board of the Township of Lafayette has reviewed the  
proposed rezoning of the Properties and determined that such reasoning is not inconsistent with 
the Township Mater Plan.

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED by the Township Committee as follows:
Section 1. The existing Lafayette Township Official Zoning Map is hereby revised to  

include Block 15, Lot 26 and Block 7, Lot 16 in the VC, Village Commercial District.
Section 2. Should any section, paragraph, sentence, clause or phrase of this Ordinance  

be declared unconstitutional or invalid for any reason by any Court of competent jurisdiction, such 
provision(s) shall be deemed severable and the remaining portions of this Ordinance shall remain in 
full force and effect.

Section 3. All ordinances or parts of ordinances or resolutions that are inconsistent with 
the provisions of this Ordinance are repealed to the extent of such inconsistency.

Section 4. This Ordinance shall take effect after publication and passage according to  
law.
Motion carried by roll call vote: Hughes-yes, Corcoran-yes, Bruning-abstain, O’Leary-yes,  
Henderson-yes.
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Samaritan Inn Raffle Licenses  -  Motion by O’Leary, seconded by Corcoran, to approve two  
(2) raffle licenses for Samaritan Inn for May 16, 2020.   Motion carried by roll call vote: Hughes-
yes, Corcoran-yes, Bruning-abstain, O’Leary-yes, Henderson-yes.

Adjournment
With there being no further business, motion by Bruning, seconded by Corcoran, to adjourn the  
meeting.    Motion carried.    Meeting adjourned.

Respectfully,

ANNA ROSE FEDISH, RMC
Municipal Clerk
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