
April 21, 2020

The regular bi-monthly meeting of the Lafayette Township Committee was held on Tuesday,  
April 21, 2020 at 7:30 P.M. in the Municipal Building, 33 Morris Farm Road, Lafayette, NJ

Members Present: Mayor Henderson, Committeemen Hughes, Corcoran, Bruning,
O’Leary

Members Absent None

Also Present: Clerk Fedish, CFO Grisaffi, Road Foreman Macko

Mayor Henderson opened the meeting stating that it was being held in compliance with Public  
Law 1975, Chapter 231.

Minutes  -  Motion by O’Leary, seconded by Hughes, to place on file the minutes of April 7,  
2020.   Motion carried by roll call vote:  Hughes-yes, Corcoran-yes, Bruning-yes, O’Leary-yes,  
Henderson-yes.

Committee Reports
Streets and Roads  -  Bruning reviewed the Road Foreman’s report.

EMS  -  Corcoran reported the EMS responded to 27 calls during the month of March, with 16  
being to group homes.

Emergency Management  -  Hughes reported calls regarding COVID-19 have been minimal. 
Costs for any virus activity needs to be documented.

Sidewalks  -  Hughes reported the Route 15 sidewalks project is currently on hold due to 
COVID-19 as the contractor is not working at this time.

Computers  -  Hughes reported the Road Department computer crashed and has been replaced. 
The transfer of emails is continuing.

Generators  -  Hughes reported this project will be completed later in the year.

SCMUA  -  Hughes reported trash being taken to the MUA is declining; and this is impacting  
fees being received.  Also, the MUA is planning an extension to the facility in the near future.

Open Space (OSAC)  -  O’Leary reported a meeting for the plan update will be held at a future  
time when a meeting can take place.

Correspondence
a. From John and Ginelle Veenhuizen  re: Road Department Thank You
b. George Harper, Sandyston Twp. Mayor  re: CARES ACT and PPP Loan Program
c. Frankford, Green & Vernon Twp. Resolutions  re: Prohibiting Short Term Rentals
d. Snehal Patel, NJDOT  re: Buy America Requirements

Vouchers
284 Aggregates, LLC      890.26
American Wear      121.90
Bagful O’ Bagels      240.30
CenturyLink      647.51
Chelbus Cleaning Co., Inc.      275.00
E.A. Morse & Co., Inc.      108.00
Elizabethtown Gas      251.49
Griffith-Allied Trucking      613.06
Hamburg Plumbing Supply Co., Inc.      287.67
Home Depot Credit Services      171.31
JCP&L      885.07
Lafayette Auto Parts, LLC      302.31
Lisa’s Stone Brook Florist        51.50
NJ Dept. of Health & Senior Services        51.00
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Rich Wingle Contractor, Inc.   1,750.00
Roy E. Kurnos        73.74
Service Electric Cable TV of NJ, Inc.        21.95
Statewide Insurance Fund 25,746.50
Stavola Beaver Run Quarry, LLC      833.98
Sussex County Chamber of Commerce      772.00
The Land Conservancy of NJ   2,000.00
Times Herald Record      244.20
Township of Wantage   2,285.25
Treasurer, S/NJ        25.00
Witmer Public Safety Group   1,392.00
Motion by Corcoran, seconded by Hughes, to pay the bills on the Bills List.   Motion carried by  
roll call vote:  Hughes-yes, Corcoran-yes, Bruning-yes, O’Leary-yes, Henderson-yes.

Old Business
Turnout Gear Spending Ordinance  -  Mayor Henderson opened the public hearing for the 
following Ordinance:
AN ORDINANCE OF THE TOWNSHIP OF LAFAYETTE, COUNTY OF SUSSEX, NEW 
JERSEY, PROVIDING FOR THE ACQUISITION OF NINE (9) SETS OF TURNOUT GEAR 
AND RELATED APPURTENANCES AND APPROPRIATING $28,000.00 AVAILABLE IN 
THE CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT FUND
With there being no public comments, Mayor Henderson closed the public hearing.
Motion by Bruning, seconded by Hughes, to adopt the Turnout Gear Spending Ordinance. 
Motion carried by roll call vote:  Hughes-yes, Corcoran-yes, Bruning-yes, O’Leary-yes, 
Henderson-yes.

In Rem Foreclosures  -  Motion by Bruning, seconded by O’Leary, to adopt the following two 
(2) Resolutions:
Appoint Foreclosure Attorney:   A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE EMPLOYMENT AND 
CONTRACT FOR PROFESSIONAL SERVICES TO STUART B. KLEPESCH, ESQ. TO 
REPRESENT THE MUNICIPALITY IN FORECLOSURE OF TAX SALE CERTIFICATES 
PURSUANT TO THE TAX SALE LAW, TITLE 54 AND OTHER RELATED SERVICES 
ASSOCIATED THEREIN

WHEREAS, under the provisions of N.J.S.A. 54:5-104.29 et seq., the Tax Collector has 
certified to the Township Committee that the Township of Lafayette, in the County of Sussex, in  
the State of New Jersey, is the holder of certain Tax Sale Certificate(s) covering the lands and  
premises situated in the Township of Lafayette for which the governing body has approved the  
foreclosure provided by statute; and

WHEREAS, the Township of Lafayette is desirous of instituting a program for the  
foreclosure of tax sale certificates held by the municipality; and

WHEREAS, the legal expertise required in foreclosing municipal liens is a prerequisite  
in the township's policy in instituting a program in foreclosure of municipal held tax sale 
certificates; and

WHEREAS, the Local Public Contracts Law, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-5, permits a contract for 
professional services to be awarded without the need for competitive bids and resolution  
memorializing the engagement of said professional service, which requires the award to be 
publicly advertised; and

WHEREAS, Stuart B. Klepesch, Esq. has a working knowledge of the rules and statutes  
governing the foreclosure of municipal tax sale certificates and has performed said services for  
municipalities within the State of New Jersey and has agreed to offer to the Township of  
Lafayette legal services to further its program in instituting the foreclosure of municipal held tax  
sale certificates.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Township Committee of the 
Township of Lafayette, 

1.  That the Mayor and Municipal Clerk are authorized to enter into and execute the 
Agreement for Professional Services, attached hereto, with Stuart B. Klepesch, Esq. with offices  
at 25 Lindsley Drive, Suite 200, Morristown, N.J. 07960 for and in the processing and institution  
of foreclosure of municipal tax sale certificates.

2.  That the aforesaid legal counsel is hereby delegated to handle those matters delegated  
by the Tax Collector and/or Township Attorney in furtherance of the services in the foreclosure  
of municipal held tax sale certificates. 

3. That this Contract is awarded without competitive bid and is a “Professional Service”  
in accordance with N.J.S.A. 40A:11-5 of the Local Public Contracts Law in recognition of the 
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specialized knowledge and unique service required in foreclosure of municipal held tax sale  
certificates. 

4. That a copy of this resolution shall be published in the official newspaper used by the  
Township of Lafayette as required by law, within ten (10) days of its passage as required by law. 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a certified copy of this resolution be forwarded to 
the Tax Collector, the Chief Financial Officer, Township Attorney, and Township Auditor for  
their records.

Authorize Foreclosures:  A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE FORECLOSURE OF TAX 
SALE  CERTIFICATES  IN  THE  TOWNSHIP  OF  LAFAYETTE,  COUNTY OF  SUSSEX, 
STATE OF NEW JERSEY

WHEREAS, pursuant to the provisions of N.J.S.A. 54:5-104.29 et seq., the Tax 
Collector has certified to the Township Committee of the Township of Lafayette, in the County  
of Sussex, in the State of New Jersey, that the Township of Lafayette is the holder of certain Tax  
Sale Certificates covering the lands and premises situated in the Township of Lafayette shown on  
the Tax Maps pursuant to the attached Foreclosure List covering the lands and premises situated 
in the Township of Lafayette; and

WHEREAS, said Tax Sale Certificates are more than six months since the date of sale 
and are available for foreclosure by In Rem foreclosure; and ,

WHEREAS, the Township of Lafayette Tax Collector hereby requests that the Township  
Committee authorize foreclosure by In Rem process of the aforesaid tax sale certificates.    

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Lafayette Township Committee:
1.  That the Tax Collector is hereby authorized and directed on behalf of the Township to  

foreclose the tax sale certificates that appear on the attached Tax Foreclosure List pursuant to the 
In Rem statute, N.J.S.A. 54:5-104.29 and the Rules of Court to bar and foreclose all rights of  
interest and that each tax sale certificate shall be included within Foreclosure List. 

2. That the Township Clerk shall certify this resolution which shall be made a part of any 
such action instituted by the township through its delegated officers, officials, or designated  
counsel for the purpose of foreclosing the aforesaid tax sale certificate.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a certified copy of this resolution be forwarded to 
the Tax Collector, the Chief Financial Officer, and Township Auditor for their records.

Motion carried by roll call vote:  Hughes-yes, Corcoran-yes, Bruning-yes, O’Leary-yes, 
Henderson-yes.

Zoning Violations  -  O’Leary asked the Clerk to have the Zoning Officer submit a report of  
zoning violations to the Committee.

New Business
Rate of Interest for Delinquent Taxes  -  CFO Grisaffi explained what a change would mean to 
the Township.  There is, also, a question of it’s legality.

Due to the health crisis in the State and not all budgets being approved in a timely manner, CFO 
Grisaffi recommends the Township send estimated tax bills for the third (3rd) quarter payment 
due August 1, 2020.  Corrected bills would then be sent out after a tax rate is received.  It was the  
consensus of the Committee to send estimated bills.

Farm Leases  -  O’Leary reported no bids were received for the “Lawler” and Warbasse Junction 
Road properties; however, Glenn McCarrick is interested in farming both properties.

Motion by O’Leary, seconded by Bruning, to award the following leases to Glenn McCarrick:  
“Lawler” property for a term of three (3) years for $250.00 per year and affording him the right 
of first refusal for another three (3) year contract; and the Warbasse Junction Road property for a  
term of five (5) years for $10.00 per year.   Motion carried by roll call vote:  Hughes-yes,  
Corcoran-yes, Bruning-yes, O’Leary-yes, Henderson-yes.

Adjournment
With there being no further business, motion by Bruning, seconded by Corcoran, to adjourn the  
meeting.    Motion carried.    Meeting adjourned.

Respectfully,       ANNA ROSE FEDISH, RMC, Municipal Clerk
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