
May 5, 2020

The regular bi-monthly meeting of the Lafayette Township Committee was held on Tuesday,  
May 5, 2020 at 7:30 P.M. in the Municipal Building, 33 Morris Farm Road, Lafayette, NJ

Members Present: Mayor Henderson, Committeemen Hughes, Corcoran, Bruning,

O’Leary

Members Absent None

Also Present: Clerk Fedish, CFO Grisaffi, Road Foreman Macko

Mayor Henderson opened the meeting stating that it was being held in compliance with Public  
Law 1975, Chapter 231.

Minutes
Motion by Corcoran, seconded by Hughes, to accept and place on file the minutes of April 21,  
2020.   Motion carried by roll call vote: Hughes-yes, Corcoran-yes, Bruning-yes, O’Leary-yes,  
Henderson-yes.

Tax Collector   
For April 2020
Tax Searches             $10.00
Tax Map Fee           $200.00
Prior Year Taxes           $317.91
Current Year Taxes    $495,009.86
Interest           $247.08
Total    $495,784.85

Motion by Bruning, seconded by Hughes, to accept the Tax Collector’s report as submitted. 
Motion carried by roll call vote:  Hughes-yes, Corcoran-yes, Bruning-yes, O’Leary-yes, 
Henderson-yes.

Treasurer’s Report
Cash Report for March 2020
Cash Balances as of February 29, 2020 $3,934,302.20
Cash Receipts for March 2020    $112,002.49
Total $4,046,324.69
Cash Disbursements for March 2020    $636,730.07
Cash Balances as of March 31, 2020 $3,409,594.62
Account Balances as of March 31, 2020
Current – Checking $1,201,443.94
Capital – Checking $1,406,603.07
Escrow – Checking      $95,010.26
COAH - Developers Fees      $31,676.83
COAH - Rehab Reserves      $29,888.42
Open Space Municipal Tax    $197,688.70
Snow Trust      $12,737.92
Environmental Contingencies               $0.00
Trust Accounts for Developers Agreement    $402,834.87
Special Rec. – Checking        $6,231.09
Special Donations        $7,546.98
Fire Prevention      $12,380.96
Green Acres Trust           $629.05
Dog Trust Account        $4,922.53
Total Account Balance $3,409,594.62

Motion by Hughes, seconded by Corcoran, to accept the Treasurer’s Reports as submitted.  
Motion carried by roll call vote:  Hughes-yes, Corcoran-yes, Bruning-yes, O’Leary-yes, 
Henderson-yes.
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Committee Reports

Land Use Board   
O’Leary reported that due to the Coronavirus, the next meeting on May 21, 2020 will be held 
remotely.

Open Space (OSAC)  
O’Leary reported the Township is not eligible for a trail grant due to not having an 
environmental commission.

U.S. Postal Service  
Hughes reported the review is ongoing for a new post office in the Township.

Sidewalks   
Hughes reported a pre-construction meeting is scheduled for Friday, May 8, 2020.

Future Grants  
Hughes reported the Township Engineer has prepared a package to be sent to the USDA.

Generators  
Hughes reported options are being reviewed.

SCMUA   
Hughes reported he spoke to Mr. Tom Varro who said the activity at the MUA is holding.  The  
business activity has lessened, but the homeowner activity has increased.

EMS   
Corcoran reported the EMS responded to 24 calls in April with 12 being to group homes.

Streets and Roads   
Bruning reviewed the Road Foreman’s report.

Gardeners   
Bruning reported he has not heard from last year’s gardeners.  He will work with the Road 
Department for planting this year.

Fire Department   
Henderson reported the Fire Department will only purchase four (4) sets of turnout gear at this 
time.

Joint Municipal Court 
Henderson reported the court costs will be reviewed and reported to him shortly.

Correspondence
a) Franklin Borough Resolution Extending 2nd Quarter 2020 Taxes Grace Period
b) Hampton Township Resolution Prohibiting Short Term Rentals
c) JCP&L  re: Line Clearance Operations (tree trimming)

Vouchers
284 Aggregates, LLC        382.54
Action Drives & Bearings, Inc.          64.01
American Wear        223.80
Andover Township     6,502.50
Andover Township   11,937.38
Aquatic Analysts, Inc.     1,140.00
Bobcat of North Jersey-East          79.20
CenturyLink        641.71
Frankford Township   16,371.49
Griffith-Allied Trucking        578.44
IIMC        195.00
JCP&L        225.62
Jim Dale        100.00
Lafayette EMS     3,321.50
Lafayette Twp. Fire Department    10,125.00
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MacMillan Oil Co. of Allentown         119.50
Montague Tool & Supply Co.        345.56
Mr. John        106.50
Nielson Ford, Inc.        247.25
Nisivoccia & Company, LLP     4,000.00
North East Parts Group, LLC          86.42
R.S. Phillips Steel, LLC        261.00
ReadyRefresh by Nestle            9.00
Snooks Excavating, Inc.     1,200.00
Staples Business Advantage        133.38
Sussex County Changer of Commerce        272.00
Sussex County Treasurer     3,083.03
Sussex County Treasurer 456,948.77
Sussex County Treasurer   31,487.23
Sussex County Treasurer     1,920.95
The Land Conservancy of NJ     1,500.00
Times Herald Record          46.10
Township of Wantage     2,285.25
Van Cleef Engineering Associates, LLC     2,285.00
Verizon Wireless        272.57
Witmer Public Safety Group        331.76
Witmer Public Safety Group        203.50
Witmer Public Safety Group          63.72

Motion by Bruning, seconded by Hughes, to pay the bills on the Bills List.   Motion carried by  
roll call vote:  Hughes-yes, Corcoran-yes, Bruning-yes, O’Leary-yes, Henderson-yes.

Old Business  
None

New Business

Meeting Changes   
Due to the change in the 2020 Primary Elections from June 2nd to July 7th, it is the consensus of 
the Township Committee to change the first meeting in June back to Tuesday, June 2 nd and the 
first meeting in July to Wednesday, July 8th.

Summer Meetings Cancellation   
Motion by Corcoran, seconded by Hughes, to cancel the following summer meetings: June 16,  
2020; July 21, 2020 and August 18, 2020.   Motion carried by roll call vote:  Hughes-yes, 
Corcoran-yes, Bruning-yes, O’Leary-yes, Henderson-yes.

Fire Department Member   
Motion by Corcoran, seconded by O’Leary, to approve Jonathan Syre as a regular member of the  
Lafayette Twp. Fire Department.   Motion carried by roll call vote:  Hughes-yes, Corcoran-yes, 
Bruning-yes, O’Leary-yes, Henderson-yes.

2020 Estimated Tax Billing Resolution  
Motion by Hughes, seconded by O’Leary, to adopt the following Resolution:

RESOLUTION OF THE LAFAYETTE TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE AUTHORIZING 
THE TAX COLLECTOR TO PREPARE AND MAIL ESTIMATED TAX BILLS IN 
ACCORDANCE WITH P.L. 1994 C.72

WHEREAS, due to the possible late adoption of the State of New Jersey’s budget, the 
Sussex County Board of Taxation may be unable to certify the tax rate at this time and the  
Lafayette Township Tax Collector may be unable to mail the 2020/2021 tax bills on a timely  
basis; and

WHEREAS, the Lafayette Township Tax Collector, in consultation with the Lafayette  
Township Chief Financial Officer, have computed an estimated tax levy in accordance with  
N.J.S.A. 54:4-66.3, and both the Tax Collector and Finance Officer have signed the certification  
showing the tax levies for the previous year, the tax rates, and the range of permitted estimated  
tax levies. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Township Committee of the 
Township of Lafayette, Sussex County, New Jersey that the Lafayette Township Tax Collector is  
hereby authorized and directed to prepare and issue estimated tax bills for the third (3 rd) quarter 
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installment of 2020. The Tax collector shall proceed and take such actions as permitted and 
required by P.L 1994, C.72 (N.J.S.A. 54:4-66.2 and 54:4-66.3). 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the entire estimated tax levy is set at  
$9,197,932.74, and in accordance with the law, the third (3 rd) quarter installment of the 2020 
taxes shall not be subject to interest until the later of the 26 th day after the date of mailing the tax 
bills, or August 10, 2020, with interest charged back to the statutory due date of August 1, 2020. 
The estimated tax bills shall contain a notice specifying the date which interest may begin to  
accrue.

Motion carried by roll call vote:  Hughes-yes, Corcoran-yes, Bruning-yes, O’Leary-yes, 
Henderson-yes.

High Point Regional High School   
The Township Committee asked the Clerk to send a letter to the County Superintendent of  
Schools to request an external audit/analysis of the HPRHS budget and the basis for the 14%  
increase in taxes.  A response will be requested to be sent to the sending districts.

Recreation

Pond Opening  -  Bruning feels the County needs to complete its inspection of the pond and  
water testing be done.  Lifeguards should be pursued in anticipation of the pond opening.

Summer Program  -  Corcoran reported there will not be a summer recreation program this year  
due to the possibility of Lafayette School’s program being held.

Lawn Mower Spending Ordinance   
Motion by Bruning, seconded by Hughes, to introduce the following Ordinance and set the  
public hearing date of June 2, 2020:

AN ORDINANCE OF THE TOWNSHIP OF LAFAYETTE, SUSSEX COUNTY, NEW 
JERSEY, PROVIDING FOR THE PURCHASE OF A SKAGG LAWN MOWER AND ALL 
RELATED APPURTENANCES AND APPROPRIATING $8,800.00 FROM THE OPEN 
SPACE TRUST FUND

BE IT ORDAINED by the Township Committee of the Township of Lafayette,

County of Sussex, New Jersey, as follows:

Section 1.  The funding for the purchase of a Skagg lawn mower and all related 
appurtenances is hereby authorized; and the cost is not to exceed $8,800.00 which sum is hereby 
appropriated for such purposes.

Section 2.  The total amount of $8,800.00 is hereby appropriated from the Open Space  
Trust Fund.

Section 3.  This Ordinance shall take effect upon publication of notice of final adoption  
as provided by law.

Motion carried by roll call vote:  Hughes-yes, Corcoran-yes, Bruning-yes, O’Leary-yes, 
Henderson-yes.

Utility Tractor Spending Ordinance    

Motion by Bruning, seconded by Corcoran, to introduce the following Ordinance and set the 
public hearing date of June 2, 2020:

AN ORDINANCE OF THE TOWNSHIP OF LAFAYETTE, SUSSEX COUNTY, NEW 
JERSEY, PROVIDING FOR THE PURCHASE OF A JOHN DEERE UTILITY TRACTOR 
WITH A DIAMOND MOWER AND ALL RELATED APPURTENANCES AND 
APPROPRIATING $70,000.00 FROM THE CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT FUND

BE IT ORDAINED by the Township Committee of the Township of Lafayette,

County of Sussex, New Jersey, as follows:

Section 1.  The funding for the purchase of a John Deere Utility Tractor with a side-
mounted flail mower and all related appurtenances is hereby authorized; and the cost is not to  
exceed $70,000.00 which sum is hereby appropriated for such purposes.

Section 2.  The total amount of $70,000.00 is hereby appropriated from the Capital  
Improvement Fund.

Section 3.  This Ordinance shall take effect upon publication of notice of final

adoption as provided by law.
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Motion carried by roll call vote:  Hughes-yes, Corcoran-yes, Bruning-yes, O’Leary-yes, 
Henderson-yes.

Case Tractor    
It is recommended the Case Tractor be sold on Municibid.

Adjournment
With there being no further business, motion by Bruning, seconded by Corcoran, to adjourn the  
meeting.    Motion carried.    Meeting adjourned.

Respectfully,

ANNA ROSE FEDISH, RMC
Municipal Clerk

5.5.2020 TC Mins. Page 5 of 4


	May 5, 2020

