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July 8, 2020 

The regular bi-monthly meeting of the Lafayette Township Committee was held on Wednesday, 
July 8, 2020 at 7:30 P.M. in the Municipal Building, 33 Morris Farm Road, Lafayette, NJ 

Members Present: Mayor Henderson, Committeemen Hughes, Corcoran, O’Leary 

Members Absent Bruning (excused) 

Also Present: Clerk Fedish, CFO Grisaffi, Road Foreman Macko 

Mayor Henderson opened the meeting stating that it was being held in compliance with Public 
Law 1975, Chapter 231. 

Minutes - Motion by Corcoran, seconded by Hughes, to accept and place on file the minutes of 
June 2, 2020. Motion carried by roll call vote: Hughes-yes, Corcoran-yes, O’Leary-yes, 
Henderson-yes. 

Tax Collector - For June 2020 
Tax Map Fee $50.00 
Prior Year Taxes $5,789.99 
Current Year Taxes $71,761.64 
Interest $1,621.98 
Total $79,223.61 
Motion by Hughes, seconded by Corcoran, to accept the Tax Collector’s report as submitted.   
Motion carried by roll call vote:  Hughes-yes, Corcoran-yes, O’Leary-yes, Henderson-yes. 

Vespasiano Tax Refund Resolution 
Motion by O’Leary, seconded by Hughes, to adopt the following Resolution: 
RESOLUTION OF THE LAFAYETTE TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE TO AUTHORIZE THE 
TAX COLLECTOR TO ISSUE A REFUND TO MICHAEL A. VESPASIANO IN THE 
AMOUNT OF $7,663.52 FOR AN OVERPAYMENT IN THE 2019 TAXES FOR BLOCK 
5.02, LOT 13.09, 11 MILLPOND DRIVE, LLC, IN ACCORDANCE WITH STATE DOCKET 
#001770-2019 

WHEREAS, on May 26, 2020, the Tax Court of New Jersey, Docket # 001770-2019, 
granted a tax appeal for an assessment on Block 5.02, Lot 13.09, owner of record 11 Millpond 
Drive, LLC, for the year 2019, reducing the original assessment from $1,533,100 to $1,250,000; 
and 

WHEREAS, the reduction of assessment resulted in the 2019 taxes being reduced from 
$41,501.02 to $33,837.50, resulting in an overpayment $7,663.52; and 

WHEREAS, the aforementioned Tax Court of New Jersey Judgment, states “Statutory 
interest pursuant to N.J.S.A. 54:3-27.2 having been waived by taxpayer, shall not be paid 
provided the tax refund is paid within 60 days of the date of entry of the Tax Court Judgment. 
Refund shall be payable to Michael A. Vespasiano, Attorney Trust Account”. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Township Committee of the 
Township of Lafayette, Sussex County, New Jersey, in accordance with State Statutes that the 
Tax Collector be authorized to make the necessary refund, payable to Michael A. Vespasiano, 
Attorney Trust Account, in the amount of $7,663.52. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a certified copy of this resolution be forwarded to 
the Tax Collector, the Chief Financial Officer, Township Attorney, and Township Auditor for 
their records. 
Motion carried by roll call vote: Hughes-yes, Corcoran-yes, O’Leary-yes, Henderson-yes. 

Treasurer’s Report Cash Report for May 2020 
Cash Balances as of April 30, 2020 $3,343,645.18 
Cash Receipts for May 2020 $1,759,642.35 
Total $5,103,287.53 
Cash Disbursements for May 2020 $1,231,689.25 
Cash Balances as of May 31, 2020 $3,871,598.28 
Account Balances as of May 31, 2020 
Current – Checking $1,704,308.38 
Capital – Checking $1,374,699.19 
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Escrow – Checking $96,876.22 
COAH - Developers Fees $31,679.39 
COAH - Rehab Reserves $29,890.84 
Open Space Municipal Tax $191,705.01 
Snow Trust $12,737.92 
Environmental Contingencies $0.00 
Trust Accounts for Developers Agreement $399,874.40 
Special Rec. – Checking $6,262.78 
Special Donations $7,546.98 
Fire Prevention $14,769.48 
Green Acres Trust $629.36 
Dog Trust Account $618.33 
Total Account Balance $3,871,598.28 
Motion by Corcoran, seconded by O’Leary, to accept the Treasurer’s Reports as submitted.   
Motion carried by roll call vote:  Hughes-yes, Corcoran-yes, O’Leary-yes, Henderson-yes. 

Committee Reports 
U.S. Postal Service - Hughes reported the review process is continuing with the USPS engineer 
evaluating all aspects. 

Elizabethtown Gas - Hughes reported a meeting took place last month; and the engineer’s 
work is continuing. 

GTI (cannabis) - Hughes reported he spoke to a developer regarding another cannabis growing 
project in the Township.  Locations are being reviewed. 

NJDOT-Route 15 Lighting Upgrade - Hughes reported is proposing to upgrade the lights on 
the walkway on Route 15 from the ball fields across to the Fire House. 

High Point Regional High School Budget - Hughes reported the litigation is continuing. 

EMS - Corcoran reported the EMS responded to 34 calls during the month of June with 18 calls 
being to group homes. 

Open Space (OSAC) - O’Leary reported the updated recreation plan was reviewed by the Land 
Use Board on June 18, 2020. It will be adopted as part of the Township’s Master Plan at the 
meeting in July. 

The “Lawler” property was visited in June and found the barn needs to be secured. “No 
Parking” signs are needed in the area. 

O’Leary reported he met with Autumn Sylvestri from the County for potential grants. 

Land Use Board - O’Leary reviewed the June meetings. 

Fire Department - Henderson reported the Fire Department responded to seven (7) calls in 
June. 

Correspondence 
a. From Sheriff Mike Strada  re: Mutual Aid and Assistance Agreement 
b. From George Harper, Mayor Sandyston Twp.  re: Governor Phil Murphy Letter 
c. From Ashley Brown, Center for Prevention  re: Coalition Meeting 
d. From Noble Avellino  re: Law Enforcement Reforms 
e. Center for Prevention & Counseling  re: Marijuana Legalization 

Vouchers 
Action Drives & Bearings, Inc. 585.42 
American Wear 233.80 
Approved Manufactured Products 389.90 
Aquatic Analysts, Inc. 380.00 
Aurora Electrical Supply 66.01 
Banisch Associates, Inc. 37.75 
Bassani Power Equipment, LLC 9,171.44 
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Bathing Beauties, LLC 214.00 
Bergey’s, Inc. 798.19 
Campbell Supply Co. of Sussex County 61.20 
CenturyLink 652.27 
Chelbus Cleaning Co., Inc. 275.00 
Cifelli & Son General Contracting, Inc. 24,890.36 
Elizabethtown Gas 146.24 
Fastenal Company 55.89 
Griffith-Allied Trucking 1,629.43 
High Point Regional High School 207,457.85 
Home Depot Credit Services 437.67 
Ideal Farm & Garden Center 43.16 
JCP&L 1,387.94 
Laddey, Clark & Ryan, LLP 2,227.00 
Lafayette Auto Parts Supply, LLC 629.24 
Lafayette Township Fire Department 10,125.00 
Lafayette Twp. Board of Education 318,750.00 
Metro Hydraulic Jack Company 438.00 
MGL Printing Solutions 231.00 
Michael A. Vespasiano 7,663.52 
Montague Tool & Supply Co. 79.00 
Morris Asphalt Supply, LLC 253.45 
Municipal Clerks Assoc. of NJ 100.00 
ND Engineering, LLC 8,203.00 
Nisivoccia & Company, LLP 500.00 
NJ Dept. of Health & Senior Services 18.00 
NJ State League of Municipalities 115.00 
Old Dominion Brush 290.00 
Pitney Bowes, Inc. 76.25 
Pyskaty Bros. Trucking, Inc. 560.00 
Roy E. Kurnos 5,000.00 
Royal Pontiac-Buick-GMC 802.50 
Service Electric Cable TV of NJ, Inc. 21.95 
Staples Business Advantage 156.33 
Statewide Insurance Fund 25,746.50 
Stavola Beaver Run Quarry, Inc. 305.62 
SYNCB/Amazon 465.99 
Times Herald Record 379.80 
Treasurer, S/NJ 500.00 
Van Cleef Engineering Associates, LLC 4,130.00 
Verizon Wireless 272.53 
Witmer Public Safety Group 13.93 
Motion by Corcoran, seconded by O’Leary, to pay the bills on the Bills List. Motion carried by 
roll call vote: Hughes-yes, Corcoran-yes, O’Leary-yes, Henderson-yes. 

Old Business
 
Open Space Referendum Ordinance - Mayor Henderson opened the public hearing for the
 
following Ordinance:
 
AN ORDINANCE OF THE TOWNSHIP OF LAFAYETTE, SUSSEX COUNTY, NEW
 
JERSEY AUTHORIZING A REFERENDUM BALLOT QUESTION REGARDING AN
 
ADDITIONAL USE OF THE LAFAYETTE TOWNSHIP OPEN SPACE, RECREATION, 

AND FARMLAND, AND HISTORIC PRESERVATION TRUST FUND
 
With there being no comments from the public, Mayor Henderson closed the public hearing.  

Motion by O’Leary, seconded by Corcoran, to adopt the Open Space Referendum Ordinance.   

Motion carried by roll call vote: Hughes-yes, Corcoran-yes, O’Leary-yes, Henderson-yes.
 

Trees on Patricia Lane - Road Foreman Macko reported there are a number of bug-infested 

trees on Patricia Lane and asked about their removal. It was the consensus of the Township 

Committee to remove them as needed.
 

High Point Regional High School Budget - Hughes updated the Committee of the ongoing 

process and reviewed the cost of litigation.
 

Motion by Hughes, seconded by O’Leary, to adopt the following Resolution: 
WHEREAS, an emergency has arisen with respect to professional fees related to the 

appeal of High Point Regional Board of Education 2020–2021 Budget and, no adequate 
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provision was made in the 2020 budget for the aforesaid purpose, and NJS 40A:4-46 provides 
for the creation on an emergency appropriation for the purpose mentioned above; and 

WHEREAS, the total amount of the emergency appropriations created, including the 
appropriation to be created by this resolution is $10,000.00 and three (3) percent of the total 
operating appropriations in the budget for 2020 is $47,515.90; and 

WHEREAS, the foregoing appropriation together with prior appropriations does not 
exceed three (3) percent of the total operating appropriations (including utility operation 
appropriations) in the budget for 2020. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, (by not less than 2/3 of all governing body 
members affirmatively concurring) that in accordance with NJS 40A:4-48: 

1.	 An emergency appropriation is hereby made for Legal–Other Expenses for 
professional fees associated with the appeal of the 2020-2021 High Point 
Regional Board of Education Budget in the amount of $10,000.00. 

2.	 That said emergency appropriation shall be provided for in full in the 2021 
budget, and is requested to be excluded from CAPS, pursuant to NJS 40A:4-
53.3c(1). 

3.	 That two (2) certified copies of this resolution be filed with the Director of the 
Division of Local Government Services. 

CERTIFICATION FOR EMERGENCY APPROPRIATION FORM
 

CHIEF FINANCIAL OFFICER
 
This statement must be prepared in duplicate by the chief financial officer and filed with the 
municipal clerk prior to the adoption of the emergency resolution. The duplicate must be filed 
with the Director of the Division of Local Government Services together with the emergency 
resolution. 
Please answer all questions: 
Purpose of emergency appropriation: Legal-Other Expenses for professional fees related to the 
Appeal of the 2020–2021 High Point Board of Education Budget, which has a 14% increase over 
the previous year.  
Date of occurrence: 6/02/2020____________________________________________________ 
Have any contracts been awarded or purchase orders placed in connection with this emergency 
appropriation? No______________________________________________________________ 
Date: 07/08/2020 
Chief Financial Officer: Toni Grisaffi _________________ 
Municipality: Township of Lafayette 
Motion carried by roll call vote: Hughes-yes, Corcoran-yes, O’Leary-yes, Henderson-yes. 

New Business 
Statesville Quarry Road-Phase III Grant Application Resolution - Motion by Corcoran, 
seconded by O’Leary, to adopt the following Resolution: 
RESOLUTION FOR THE APPROVAL TO SUBMIT A GRANT APPLICATION AND 
EXECUTE A GRANT CONTRACT WITH THE NEW JERSEY DEPARTMENT OF 
TRANSPORTATION FOR THE STATESVILLE QUARRY ROAD PHASE III PROJECT 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Township Committee of the 
Township of Lafayette formally approves the grant application for the above stated project. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Mayor and Clerk are hereby authorized to submit 
an electronic grant application identified as MA-2021-Statesville Quarry Road Phase III-00389 
to the New Jersey Department of Transportation on behalf of the Township of Lafayette. 

AND, BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Mayor and Clerk are hereby authorized to 
sign the grant agreement on behalf of the Township of Lafayette and that their signature 
constitutes acceptance of the terms and conditions of the grant agreement and approves the 
execution of the grant agreement. 
Motion carried by roll call vote: Hughes-yes, Corcoran-yes, O’Leary-yes, Henderson-yes. 

Zoning Officer’s Resignation - The Township Committee regretfully accepted the resignation 
of Greg Suljic.  His last day as Zoning Officer will be Wednesday, July 22, 2020. 

Lifeguards - Motion by O’Leary, seconded by Corcoran, to hire the following lifeguards for 
the 2020 summer swim season at a rate of $12.00 per hour: Brandon Robbins, Gina Healy, Erynn 
Brady and Kayla Onorevole. Motion carried by roll call vote: Hughes-yes, Corcoran-yes, 
O’Leary-yes, Henderson-yes. 
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Outdoor Dining Fee - Motion by O’Leary, seconded by Corcoran, to waive the local fee for 
outdoor dining for the 2020 season due to the COVID-19 limitations. Motion carried by roll call 
vote: Hughes-yes, Corcoran-yes, O’Leary-yes, Henderson-yes. 

SC Municipal Utilities Authority (SCMUA) - O’Leary stated the Township Committee, after 
discussions and visits with SCMUA representatives, approved the MUA’s amendment to their 
Master Plan for the relocation of the tub grinder/area. 

Audience 
Bill Macko, Road Foreman, asked about hiring part-time people for the annual fall clean-up in 
October as we are not able to get the help of the County SWAP/SLAP programs. CFO Grisaffi 
will research the use of the Clean Communities grant. 

Fire Department Radios - Henderson asked about the status of reporting to the County of the 
radio bands being used. Chief Macko said they do not have high band radios and communicated 
this to the County. 

Executive Session - Motion by Hughes, seconded by Corcoran, to adopt the following 
resolution: 

A RESOLUTION OF THE TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE OF THE TOWNSHIP 
OF LAFAYETTE, COUNTY OF SUSSEX, STATE OF NEW JERSEY, 
AUTHORIZING CONFERENCE OF THE TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE 

WITH THE PUBLIC EXCLUDED 

WHEREAS, it is deemed appropriate that the Township Committee discuss the matter(s) 
hereinafter mentioned without the presence of the public in accordance with the provisions of 
R.S. 10:4-12b, being Section b of the Open Public Meetings Act. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Township Committee of the Township 
of Lafayette, in the County of Sussex, State of New Jersey as follows: 

A matter relating to personnel and litigation shall be discussed by the Township 
Committee without the presence of the public. It is anticipated that this matter can be disclosed 
to the public upon resolution of the matter. 
Motion carried by roll call vote: Hughes-yes, Corcoran-yes, O’Leary-yes, Henderson-yes. 

Exec. Session  - Personnel and Litigation 

Motion by O’Leary, seconded by Corcoran, to return to the regular meeting. Motion carried by 
roll call vote:  Hughes-yes, Corcoran-yes, O’Leary-yes, Henderson-yes. 

Mayor Henderson stated personnel and litigation were discussed in Executive Session. 

Adjournment 
With there being no further business, motion by O’Leary, seconded by Hughes, to adjourn the 
meeting.  Motion carried.  Meeting adjourned. 

Respectfully, 

ANNA ROSE FEDISH, RMC 
Municipal Clerk 
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