
       

 
 

      
 

 
   

 
 

   
 

    
 

      
 

 
          

      
 

 
   

       
       

            
           

 
 

 
 

       
              

     
          

   
          

            
     

      
    

 
 

 
         
 

 
     

 
     

 
     

 
     

 
     

 
          

 
 

           
 

 
          

 

September 1, 2020 

The regular bi-monthly meeting of the Lafayette Township Committee was held on Tuesday, 

September 1, 2020 at 7:30 P.M. in the Municipal Building, 33 Morris Farm Road, Lafayette, NJ
 

Members Present: Mayor Henderson, Committeemen Hughes, Corcoran, Bruning, 
O’Leary 

Members Absent None 

Also Present: Clerk Fedish, CFO Grisaffi, Road Foreman Macko 

Mayor Henderson opened the meeting stating that it was being held in compliance with Public
 
Law 1975, Chapter 231.
 

Minutes - Motion by Hughes, seconded by Corcoran, to accept and place on file the minutes of
 
August 4, 2020. Motion carried by roll call vote: Hughes-yes, Corcoran-yes, Bruning-yes, 

O’Leary-yes, Henderson-yes.
 

Insurance Wayne Dietz, D&H Alternative Risk Solutions, Inc.
 
Mr. Dietz explained the indemnification and trust agreement must be renewed every three (3) 

years. A Reservation of Rights letter can be filed to allow for pursuing other options; however, 

this must be filed by the end of the month as 90 days’ notice is required.. Mr. Dietz explained 

the renewal process and feels the Township is well protected with Statewide Insurance Fund. He
 
suggested the Township remain with Statewide.
 

This issue will be carried to the next meeting on September 15, 2020.
 

Tax Collector - For August 2020
 
Tax Map Fee $100.00
 
NFS Check $20.00
 
Prior Year Taxes $9,715.53
 
Current Year Taxes $1,565,049.55
 
Prepaid Taxes 2021 $1,783.55
 
Interest $3,601.27
 
Total $1,580,269.90
 
Motion by Corcoran, seconded by O’Leary, to accept the Tax Collector’s report as submitted.   

Motion carried by roll call vote: Hughes-yes, Corcoran-yes, Bruning-yes, O’Leary-yes, 

Henderson-yes.
 

Committee Reports
 
Open Space (OSAC) - O’Leary reported the next meeting is scheduled for September 22, 

2020.
 

Land Use Board - O’Leary reviewed the meeting of August 27, 2020.
 

Elizabethtown Gas - Hughes reported the project is continuing.
 

Post Office - Hughes reported the placement of a new post office is continuing to be reviewed.
 

Generators - Hughes reported the project is continuing.
 

Computers - Hughes reported he is working on new email accounts.
 

Emergency Management - Hughes reported the preliminary damage assessment from the
 
recent storm has been submitted.
 

Energy - Hughes reported he is updating the survey for lighting at the Municipal Building and 

Fire House.
 

EMS - Corcoran reported the EMS responded to 33 calls in August with 16 of them being to 

the group homes.
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Streets and Roads - Bruning reported the NJDOT has approved the Statesville Quarry Road-
Phase II project; and it will be completed this month. 

Bruning reviewed the Road Foreman’s report. He noted graffiti has been spray painted on a few 
Township roads; and the State Police is investigating. At this time, approximately $1,000 and 
many man hours have been spent to cover up the graffiti; and more work is needed. 

Fire Department - Henderson reported the Fire Department responded to three (3) calls in 
August. 

Correspondence 
a. From Celia Ostertag  re: Resignation from EDC 
b. Sparta Township Ordinance Amending Chapter XVIII 
c. Sussex County Freeholders Resolution Amending the County Solid Waste Management Plan 
d. Sussex County Freeholders, Frankford Township and Fredon Township Resolutions Opposing 
Exclusive Use of Mail-In Ballots for General Election 
Motion by O’Leary, seconded by Hughes, to adopt the following Resolution: 
RESOLUTION OPPOSING THE EXCLUSIVE USE OF MAIL-IN BALLOTS FOR THE 
GENERAL ELECTION IN NOVEMBER, 2020 

WHEREAS, the State of New Jersey has a Secretary of State and County Clerks in each 
of the 21 counties whose duties include the administration and overseeing of elections; and 

WHEREAS, the State of New Jersey will be holding a General Election in November, 
2020; and 

WHEREAS, mail-in ballots were used exclusively in the Primary Election in July, 2020; 
and 

WHEREAS, the universal distribution of mail-in ballots to all registered voters caused 
concerns for voter fraud in mail-in elections and significant delays in counting ballots; and 

WHEREAS, the universal distribution of mail-in ballots to all registered voters I, also, of 
significant cost and is an unfunded mandate; and 

WHEREAS, well before the COVID-19 pandemic, New Jersey law permitted voting by 
mail for any reason, or no reason at all, allowing any voter the option to request a mail-in ballot 
thus enhancing voter choice; and 

WHEREAS, some voters have expressed an opinion of wishing to “wait” until Election 
Day to cast their ballot electronically for the candidate on their choice to fully assess the latest 
information available; and 

WHEREAS, the Lafayette Township Committee feel strongly that voter “choice” should 
refer to “how” to vote, not just “who” to vote for in a given election cycle. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Lafayette Township Committee 
oppose the exclusive use of mail-in balloting in the General Election in November, 2020 and in 
all future elections; and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Lafayette Township Committee urges the 
Secretary of State and County Clerks to utilize in-person voting in conjunction with mail-in 
balloting in the General Election of November, 2020 and in all future elections; and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Township Clerk forward a certified true copy 
of this Resolution to the New Jersey Secretary of State, Governor of the State of New Jersey, 
President of the New Jersey State Senate, Speaker of the General Assembly, Sussex County 
Freeholders, Sussex County Clerk and all Municipalities in Sussex County. 
Motion carried by roll call vote: Hughes-yes, Corcoran-yes, Bruning-no, O’Leary-yes, 
Henderson-yes. 

e. From Andover Township to Governor Murphy  re: Re-Opening of Restaurants 

Vouchers 
American Wear 187.85 
Aquatic Analysts, Inc. 440.00 
Banisch Associates, Inc. 1,706.30 
Ben Shaffer Recreation, Inc. 199.50 
Bergey’s Inc. 231.00 
Bobcat of North Jersey-East 516.09 
Central Alliance 1,036.50 
CenturyLink 639.15 
Chelbus Cleaning Co., Inc. 275.00 
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County of Sussex 17.49 
Dover Brake & Clutch Co., Inc. 69.75 
Elizabethtown Gas 96.46 
EMSL Analytical, Inc. 357.50 
Griffith-Allied Trucking 1,436.79 
High Point Regional High School 207,457.83 
Home Depot Credit Services 151.03 
JCP&L 1,048.03 
Jean Perlee 34.00 
Kimball-Midwest 66.46 
Lafayette Auto Parts Supply, LLC 194.35 
Lafayette Twp. Board of Education 318,750.00 
Montage Enterprises, Inc. 497.17 
Montague Tool & Supply Co. 145.48 
Morris Asphalt Supply, LLC 251.87 
Mr. John 106.50 
ND Engineering, LLC 2,796.00 
NJ Dept. of Health & Senior Services 7.80 
North East Parts Group, LLC 85.23 
North Jersey Garage Doors, LLC 360.00 
R.S. Phillips Steel, LLC 66.00 
ReadyRefresh by Nestle 9.00 
Roy E. Kurnos 404.50 
Service Electric Cable TV of NJ, Inc. 21.95 
Staples Business Advantage 286.02 
Statewide Insurance Fund 25,746.50 
Stavola Beaver Run Quarry, LLC 825.63 
SYNCB/Amazon 116.51 
T.A. Mountford Co. 440.00 
Tilcon New York, Inc. 58,070.76 
Times Herald Record 39.00 
Tire King 150.00 
United States Postal Service 1,333.10 
Van Cleef Engineering Associates, LLC 1,467.50 
Verizon Wireless 270.76 
Weldon Quarry Co., LLC 212.87 
William Macko 109.70 
Motion by Corcoran, seconded by Bruning, to pay the bills on the Bills List. Motion carried by 
roll call vote: Hughes-yes, Corcoran-yes, Bruning-yes, O’Leary-yes, Henderson-yes. 

Old Business
 
Amend Chapter XVII Ordinance - Mayor Henderson opened the public hearing for the
 
following Ordinance:
 
AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND CHAPTER XVII OF THE REVISED GENERAL
 
ORDINANCES OF THE TOWNSHIP OF LAFAYETTE, ENTITLED “FLOOD DAMAGE 

PREVENTION”
 
With there being no comments from the public, Mayor Henderson closed the public hearing.
 
Motion by O’Leary, seconded by Corcoran, to adopt the Amend Chapter XVII Ordinance.   

Motion carried by roll call vote: Hughes-yes, Corcoran-yes, Bruning-yes, O’Leary-yes, 

Henderson-yes.
 

Road Improvements $80,000 Spending Ordinance - Mayor Henderson opened the public
 
hearing for the following Ordinance:
 
AN ORDINANCE OF THE TOWNSHIP OF LAFAYETTE, SUSSEX COUNTY, NEW 

JERSEY, PROVIDING FOR ENGINEERING AND ADDITIONAL COSTS FOR THE
 
IMPROVEMENTS TO VARIOUS ROADS AND APPROPRIATING $80,000.00 FROM THE
 
CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT FUND – IMPROVEMENTS TO ROADS
 
With there being no comments from the public, Mayor Henderson closed the public hearing.
 
Motion by Corcoran, seconded by Hughes, to adopt the Amend Chapter XVII Ordinance.   

Motion carried by roll call vote: Hughes-yes, Corcoran-yes, Bruning-yes, O’Leary-yes, 

Henderson-yes.
 

Stavola Beaver Run Quarry - Bruning reported the quarry will be moving its entrance to 

Hardyston; and the Township Engineer agreed to its new location.
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New Business 
Statesville Quarry Road-Phase II Award Resolution - Motion by Bruning, seconded by 
Corcoran, to adopt the following Resolution: 

NEW JERSEY DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION
 
DIVISION OF LOCAL AID
 

AND ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT
 
RECOMMENDATION OF AWARD
 

STATE AID PROJECT 
BE IT RESOLVED that the Lafayette Township Committee hereby recommends to the New 
Jersey Department of Transportation that the contract for 

Statesville Quarry Road Improvements Phase II 
(Name of Project) 

in the Township of Lafayette County of Sussex 
(Name of Municipality) 

be awarded to the following Morris County Cooperative Pricing Council Vendors: 

Tilcon New York, Inc (MCCPC Contract #6) whose bid amounted to $ 182,768.00 
Road Safety Systems, LLC. (MCCPC Contract #26) whose bid amounted to $20,960.00 

Garden State Highway Products, Inc. (MCCPC Contract #28) whose bid amounted to $81.60 
Denville Line Painting, Inc (MCCPC Contract #36) whose bid amounted to $2,730.00 

whose bids amounted to $ 206,539.60 subject to the approval of the Department. 

That the presiding officer of this body be and is hereby directed to sign for and on its behalf the
 
contract in the prescribed form for said construction.
 
Motion carried by roll call vote: Hughes-yes, Corcoran-yes, Bruning-yes, O’Leary-yes, 

Henderson-yes.
 

Regional Reopening of Businesses Resolution - Motion by Bruning, seconded by Corcoran, to 
adopt the following Resolution: 

A CALL FOR REGIONAL REOPENING OF BUSINESSES 
A Resolution urging Governor Murphy to reopen businesses in Lafayette Township and 

New Jersey in the immediate future. 
WHEREAS, the Sussex County Chamber of Commerce on August 20, 2020 gave 

testimony before the New Jersey Assembly Commerce and Economic Development Committee 
urging the State consider a regionalized reopening strategy for New Jersey businesses based 
upon the degree of disease; and 

WHEREAS, Lafayette Township businesses are prepared and New Jersey’s economy 
needs to open before more businesses are lost as outlined in the “Gateway to Resources for 
Business Re-opening” prepared by the regional coalition of Hunterdon, Sussex and Warren 
Counties; and 

WHEREAS, the regional coalition expressed its concern in a May 28, 2020 letter to the 
Governor expressing its on-going concern with the “one size fits all” approach to the reopening 
of the State’s economy and the regional precedent for reopening businesses based upon local 
conditions; and 

WHEREAS, the citizens and leaders of Lafayette Township have demonstrated their 
ability to take proper precautions and measures to control the spread of the virus, which has 
resulted in the lowest infection rate and lowest new daily cases per capita in the entirety of the 
State; and 

WHEREAS, the State of New Jersey’s own COVID-19 Activity Level Report for the 
weeks of August 8 and 15, 2020 show the current activity level for the Northwest (which 
comprises Sussex, Morris, Passaic and Warren Counties) as low with a COVID-19 Activity 
Level Index (CALI) Score of 1 (the lowest possible score); and 

WHEREAS, the call for a regional approach to opening, based on data, if there is not a 
willingness by the Governor to fully reopen the State for business, is a reasonable approach 
inasmuch as decisive action is needed immediately so businesses will know whether to plan for a 
further reopening now or a prolonged limit on their business. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Township Committee of the 
Township of Lafayette concurs with statements made and reasons given by our businesses and 
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elected leaders reflected above and notes that the uncertainties and economic damage to 
Lafayette Township reflected therein are not economically sustainable and urges Govern Phil 
Murphy to seriously consider and plan with our leaders for a safe and regional reopening of our 
businesses in the immediate future; and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a certified copy of this Resolution be forwarded 
forthwith to the Governor, State Senate, State Assembly, each State and Congressional elected 
official representing any portion of Sussex County, the New Jersey Business Coalition and the 
Sussex County Chamber of Commerce. 
Motion carried by roll call vote: Hughes-yes, Corcoran-yes, Bruning-yes, O’Leary-yes, 
Henderson-yes. 

Tax Assessor Reappointment Resolution - Motion by Bruning, seconded by O’Leary, to 

adopt the following Resolution:
 
BE IT RESOLVED by the Township Committee of the Township of Lafayette to reappoint
 
Jason Laliker as Lafayette Township Tax Assessor for a four (4) year term retroactive to July 1, 

2019 to June 30, 2023.
 
Motion carried by roll call vote: Hughes-yes, Corcoran-yes, Bruning-yes, O’Leary-yes, 

Henderson-yes.
 

Outstanding Permits - Bruning reported some building permits are not being finalized, closed 

out and reported to the Tax Assessor. A letter will be given to the building department
 
requesting the status of all building permits issued during 2010 to present and stating that all
 
open permits be finalized, closed and a report sent to the Township Committee and Tax 

Assessor.
 

Zoning Officer - O’Leary reported he spoke with the Zoning Officer regarding the review and 

closing of all open issues.
 

High Point Regional High School Budget - Hughes reported the maximum cost of litigation 

for the HPRHS Budget would be $30,000; and the amount would be divided by four (4) 

municipalities.  Bruning recommends the legal fees to Lafayette Township not exceed $10,000.
 

Audience 
Mr. Bill Macko, Fire Chief, stated fire hose has been recently tested and some failed. 

Motion by Hughes, seconded by O’Leary, to introduce the following Ordinance and set the 
public hearing date of September 15, 2020: 
AN ORDINANCE OF THE TOWNSHIP OF LAFAYETTE, COUNTY OF SUSSEX, NEW 
JERSEY, PROVIDING FOR THE ACQUISITION OF FIRE HOSE AND RELATED 
APPURTENANCES AND APPROPRIATING $6,000.00 AVAILABLE IN THE CAPITAL 
IMPROVEMENT FUND 

BE IT ORDAINED by the Township Committee of the Township of Lafayette, County 
of Sussex, New Jersey, as follows: 

Section 1. The funding for the Acquisition of fire hose and related Appurtenances is 
hereby authorized and the cost is not to exceed $6,000.00 which sum is hereby appropriated for 
such purposes. 

Section 2. The total amount of $6,000.00 is hereby appropriated from the Capital 
Improvement Fund. 

Section 3. This Ordinance shall take effect upon publication of notice of final adoption 
as provided by law. 
Motion carried by roll call vote: Hughes-yes, Corcoran-yes, Bruning-yes, O’Leary-yes, 
Henderson-yes. 

Adjournment 
With there being no further business, motion by Hughes, seconded by O’Leary, to adjourn the 
meeting.  Motion carried.  Meeting adjourned. 

Respectfully, ANNA ROSE FEDISH, RMC 
Municipal Clerk 
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