
       

 
 

      
 

 
   

 
   

 
    

 
 

     
 

 
          

 
 

       
     
              

              
        

      
        

            
        

     
 

 
       

 
         

          
  

       
       

   
      

 
       
       

 
       

       
               

            
 

       
           

           
 

        
 

 
 

 
           

         
       

 
 

 

November 4, 2020 

The regular bi-monthly meeting of the Lafayette Township Committee was held on Wednesday, 

November 4, 2020 at 7:30 P.M. in the Municipal Building, 33 Morris Farm Road, Lafayette, NJ
 

Members Present: Committeemen Hughes, Corcoran, O’Leary 

Members Absent Bruning, Henderson 

Also Present: Clerk Fedish, Attorney Kurnos, CFO Grisaffi, 
Road Foreman Macko 

Deputy Mayor Corcoran opened the meeting stating that it was being held in compliance with 
Public Law 1975, Chapter 231. 

Minutes - Motion by Hughes, seconded by O’Leary, to accept and place on file the minutes of 
October 20, 2020.  Motion carried by roll call vote: Hughes-yes, Corcoran-yes, O’Leary-yes. 

Tax Collector - For October 2020 
Tax Searches $10.00 
Tax Map Fee $300.00 
Cost of Sale $534.27 
Prior Year Taxes $15,693.36 
Current Year Taxes $707,317.21 
Prepaid Taxes 2021 $30,816.55 
Interest $4,448.60 
Total $759,119.99 
Motion by O’Leary, seconded by Hughes, to accept the Tax Collector’s report as submitted.   
Motion carried by roll call vote:  Hughes-yes, Corcoran-yes, O’Leary-yes. 

Tax Sale Premium Acceptance Resolution - Motion by Hughes, seconded by O’Leary to 
adopt the following Resolution: 
RESOLUTION OF THE LAFAYETTE TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE TO AUTHORIZE THE 
FINANCE OFFICER TO ACCEPT A PREMIUM FROM THE TAX COLLECTOR IN THE 
AMOUNT OF $17,500.00 FROM TAX SALE CERTIFICATE #2016-003 

WHEREAS, the Lafayette Township Tax Collector has reported that Tax Sale certificate 
#2016-003 was sold on October 3, 2016 with a premium bid of $17,500.00, to C & E Tax Lien 
Fund I against Block 21, Lot 33.08, known as 88 Statesville Quarry Rd; and 

WHEREAS, the tax sale certificate was subsequently assigned to CE1 REO, LLC on 
November 5, 2019; and 

WHEREAS, Tax Sale Certificate #2016-003 was not redeemed, and the lien holder has 
taken possession of the property through a final judgement of foreclosure, Docket # F-003711-
19, dated July 1, 2020; and 

WHEREAS, in accordance with N.J.S.A. 54:5-33, any premium payments shall be held 
by the collector and returned to the purchaser of the certificate if and when redemption is 
made. If redemption is not made within five (5) years from date of sale the premium payment 
shall be turned over to the Treasurer of the municipality and become part of the funds of the 
municipality. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Township of Lafayette, County of 
Sussex, State of New Jersey, that they hereby authorize the Chief Financial Officer to accept the 
premium in the amount of $17,500.00 from the Tax Collector in regards to Tax Sale Certificate 
#2016-003. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a certified copy of this resolution be forwarded to 
the Tax Collector, the Chief Financial Officer, and Township Auditor for their records. 
Motion carried by roll call vote:  Hughes-yes, Corcoran-yes, O’Leary-yes. 

Committee Reports 
Elizabethtown Gas - Hughes reported construction is anticipated to start this year in the Violet 
Trail/McCloud Lane area. The process is continuing for the Morris Farm Road/center of town 
area. Residents on Hampton Heights Road are interested and will send the “interest” card to 
Matt, the Elizabethtown Gas representative. 
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Emergency Management - Hughes reported the Hazard Mitigation Plan will be submitted 
shortly. 

USDA Grant (Route 15 Sidewalk) - Hughes reported all information has been received by the 
USDA; and reimbursement is anticipated before the end of the year. 

US Postal Service - Hughes reported the final determination letter is expected shortly. The 
financing has been approved; and sites will soon be visited. 

Open Space (OSAC) - O’Leary reported the referendum on for open space was passed by the 
voters. He reviewed the meeting of October 27, 2020. The stewardship of County funds will be 
discussed further with the Freeholders. 

OSAC recommends the Township Committee authorize the Mayor to sign the agreement for the 
year 2021 with The Land Conservancy of New Jersey. 

Land Use Board - O’Leary reviewed the meeting of October 22, 2020. 

Board of Health - Corcoran reviewed the meeting of October 26, 2020. 

EMS - Corcoran reported the EMS responded to 23 calls in October, with 14 being to group 
homes. The EMS participated in the “Forever Friends” motorcycle ride to help with any 
emergencies. 

Insurance Company - Road Foreman Macko expressed his concern about not receiving return 
calls for insurance matters in a timely manner.  Corcoran will pursue this issue. 

Streets and Roads - Road Foreman Macko said money is available to include the stripping of 
Snover Road along with the other roads three (3) roads. 

Meadows Road Guard Rail - Road Foreman Macko reported the estimate for 340 feet of 
guard rail on Meadows Road would be approximately $24,000. 

Correspondence 
Stillwater Township Resolution re: Governor-Declared Emergency Protocols for Remote Public 
Meetings 

Vouchers 
AG Pizza 113.86 
Agra Environmental Services, Inc. 85.00 
Andover Township 6,502.50 
Andover Township 11,937.38 
Anna Rose Fedish 42.64 
Aquatic Analysts, Inc. 375.00 
Bobcat of north Jersey-East 62.94 
Braen Royalty, LLC 2,405.59 
Café Serendipity 383.25 
CenturyLink 675.34 
Elizabethtown Gas 110.29 
Frankford Township 16,017.33 
General Code, LLC 497.92 
Griffth-Allied Trucking 1,575.69 
High Point Regional High School 207,457.83 
JCP&L 398.02 
Jean Perlee 48.00 
Laddey, Clark & Ryan, LLP 2,040.00 
Lafayette Twp. Board of Education 318,750.00 
Mr. John 106.50 
ND Engineering, LLC 9,611.00 
North Jersey Garage Doors, LLC 658.33 
Opdyke’s Sales & Service 130.54 
Power Place, Inc. 71,249.34 
Roy E. Kurnos 5,000.00 
Schrader & Co., Inc. 799.60 
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Sussex County Treasurer 3,083.04 
Sussex County Treasurer 523,875.46 
Sussex County Treasurer 38,916.97 
Sussex County Treasurer 2,116.95 
Township of Wantage 2,285.25 
Township of Wantage 5,933.04 
Verizon Wireless 270.90 
Motion by O’Leary, seconded by Hughes, to pay the bills on the Bills List. Motion carried by 
roll call vote:  Hughes-yes, Corcoran-yes, O’Leary-yes. 

Old Business 
Loader Spending Ordinance - Deputy Mayor Corcoran opened the public hearing for the 
following Ordinance: 
AN ORDINANCE OF THE TOWNSHIP OF LAFAYETTE, COUNTY OF SUSSEX, NEW 
JERSEY, PROVIDING FOR THE ACQUISITION OF A LOADER AND RELATED 
APPURTENANCES AND APPROPRIATING $150,000.00 AVAILABLE IN THE CAPITAL 
IMPROVEMENT FUND - ROAD EQUIPMENT 
With there being no comments from the public, Deputy Mayor Corcoran closed the public 
hearing. 
Motion by Hughes, seconded by O’Leary, to adopt the Loader Spending Ordinance. Motion 
carried by roll call vote:  Hughes-yes, Corcoran-yes, O’Leary-yes. 

New Business 
Local Government Emergency Fund Grant Resolution - Motion by Hughes, seconded by 
O’Leary, to adopt the following Resolution: 

LOCAL GOVERNMENT EMERGENCY FUND (CRF) GRANT 
WHEREAS, as the public health emergency associated with the COVID-19 pandemic 

continues, the most significant financial impacts faced by the county and municipal governments 
throughout New Jersey result from extreme economic contraction, deficits in tax and fee 
revenues, and extraordinary increases in public safety and health and human services 
expenditures; and 

WHEREAS, severe fiscal stress limits the ability of counties and municipalities to 
maintain essential services and take the steps necessary to fight COVID-19; and 

WHEREAS, without substantial federal assistance, residential taxpayers would absorb 
the primary impact of meeting these extraordinary needs and closing any associated operating 
deficits; and 

WHEREAS, the Department of Community Affairs (“DCA”), through the Division of 
Local Government Services (“DLGS” or “Division”), has been deemed the lead agency for the 
distribution of the Local Government Emergency Fund (“LGEF” or “Program”), provided 
through an allocation of the State of New Jersey’s CARES Act Coronavirus Relief Fund (CRF 
Funds); and 

WHEREAS, counties and municipalities excluded from the federal government’s direct 
CRF allocation plan, as well as those counties and municipalities that are currently the most 
impacted by COVID-19 in comparison to their available resources, are eligible for LGEF funds 
pursuant to a maximum distribution determined by formula; and 

WHEREAS, a total of $60 million is currently being made available under the Program, 
with a potential $60 million more to be allocated; and 

WHEREAS, LGEF Grants exist to support costs incurred as part of a local unit’s 
response to COVID-19. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Lafayette Township Committee that 
the Township of Lafayette, Sussex County, New Jersey will apply for a LGEF Grant in the 
amount of $11,600. 
Motion carried by roll call vote:  Hughes-yes, Corcoran-yes, O’Leary-yes. 

2020 General Election - O’Leary reported the Lafayette Township Board of Education 
referendum question to reduce the number of Board members from nine (9) to seven (7) was 
passed. 

Route 15 Municipal Parking Lot - O’Leary reported cars are being parked overnight in the 
Route 15 municipal lot that does not allow overnight parking. He said other municipalities will 
allow some overnight parking through a permitting process. The Township Attorney will pursue 
this issue regarding an agreement and fees. 
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Dump Trucks on Violet Trail - O’Leary reported tandem dump trucks are becoming a 
problem on Violet Trail, McCloud Lane and Fiddlers Way. He is suggesting an amendment to 
the Chapter VII to include the roads. This issue will be carried to the next meeting on November 
17, 2020. 

Website Redesign - The cost to redesign the website will be considered in the 2021 budget. 

Audience 
Dana Gall, 21 Cedar Ridge Road, said a resident of a group home at 143 Meadows Road came 
out into the street, was screaming and shouting and kicking the school bus her children were on.  
She said the State Police were called a previous night because of trespassers from that home.  
She is concerned for her children’s safety. 

Committeeman Hughes said the operator of the group home will be contacted. The Township 
cannot license group homes but will do everything possible to keep our residents safe. 

The Township Attorney will research this issue and submit the information to the Committee. 

Scott Aue, 267 Warbasse Junction Road, asked if the Township is aware of the conditions of the 
residents in the home.  Do they have violent tendencies and what security measures are in place? 

Committeeman O’Leary indicated the operator of the group home makes the determination of 
the people in the home. 

Jill Van Orden, 15 Patricia Lane, said residents have left the home when mad and hide at nearby 
homes.  She asked why they are walking alone. 

Liane Jenkins, 13 Cliffview Drive, said her husband and children were threatened in their car 
before the resident attacked the bus; and they witnessed the entire incident. She is concerned 
that with the town’s small size there are at least four (4) group homes. 

Committeeman O’Leary explained these are residential homes; and the State has stated people 
have a right to live in a home. Committeeman Hughes noted group homes are permitted in all 
zones. 

Mrs. Jenkins is concerned the residents are allowed to leave and take walks without supervision.  
She has seen a resident sitting on a fence looking at her house. The resident was screaming not 
wanting to go back to the home. 

Committeeman Hughes assured the Township will pursue this issue. 

Tina Aue, 267 Warbasse Junction Road, questioned why the Lafayette Board of Education or the 
school did not file a police report for this and past incidents. She feels some care workers do not 
take situations seriously.  They should be held responsible. 

Committeeman O’Leary said he will pursue these concerns with the group home operator. 

Kathleen Zagula, 12 Patricia Lane, said the 2017 incident of a person on school property was a 
grown person, not a child, who exposed himself to children. She feels the property owners and 
facilitators should be held responsible; and a citation should be given to them. This would be 
done if it was another residential property owner. 

Melissa Gaffney, 58 Race Road, suggested the director of the home be asked to attend a 
township meeting.  This was an aggressive situation that needs to be handled. 

Committeeman Hughes will ask for details; and they will be held accountable. 

Executive Session - Motion by O’Leary, seconded by Hughes, to adopt the following 
resolution: 
A RESOLUTION OF THE TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE OF THE TOWNSHIP OF 
LAFAYETTE, COUNTY OF SUSSEX, STATE OF NEW JERSEY, AUTHORIZING 
CONFERENCE OF THE TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE WITH THE PUBLIC EXCLUDED 
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WHEREAS, it is deemed appropriate that the Township Committee discuss the matter(s) 
hereinafter mentioned without the presence of the public in accordance with the provisions of 
R.S. 10:4-12b, being Section b of the Open Public Meetings Act. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Township Committee of the Township 
of Lafayette, in the County of Sussex, State of New Jersey as follows: 

A matter relating to litigation shall be discussed by the Township Committee without the 
presence of the public. It is anticipated that this matter can be disclosed to the public upon 
resolution of the matter. 
Motion carried by roll call vote:  Hughes-yes, Corcoran-yes, O’Leary-yes. 

Exec. Session  - Litigation 

Motion by Hughes, seconded by O’Leary, to return to the regular meeting. 

Deputy Mayor Corcoran stated litigation was discussed in Executive Session. 

Local Government Emergency Fund (CRF) Grant - CFO Grisaffi reported the Township is 
eligible for an approximately $11,000 grant. Proposed expenses, including but not limited to, 
laptop computers, a message board, meeting room equipment for virtual meetings, can be 
included with the PPE. The cost of a redesign of the Township’s website will be included as it 
needs to be updated for COVID, health and safety. 

Adjournment 
With there being no further business, motion by O’Leary, seconded by Hughes, to adjourn the 
meeting.  Motion carried.  Meeting adjourned. 

Respectfully, 

ANNA ROSE FEDISH, RMC 
Municipal Clerk 
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