
       

 
 

      
 

 
   

 
 

   
 

    
 

      
 

 
          

     
 

 
       

               
              

   
          

            
     

      
    

 
 

 
           

 
 

      
 

 
     

     
      

 
 

       
 

 
            

 
 

     
 

        
 

 
      

 
         

 
 

            
  

 
     

December 1, 2020 

The regular bi-monthly meeting of the Lafayette Township Committee was held on Tuesday, 

December 1, 2020 at 7:30 P.M. in the Municipal Building, 33 Morris Farm Road, Lafayette, NJ
 

Members Present: Mayor Henderson, Committeemen Hughes, Corcoran, Bruning, 
O’Leary 

Members Absent None 

Also Present: Clerk Fedish, CFO Grisaffi, Road Foreman Macko 

Mayor Henderson opened the meeting stating that it was being held in compliance with Public
 
Law 1975, Chapter 231.
 

Minutes - Motion by Corcoran, seconded by Bruning, to accept and place on file the minutes of
 
November 4, 2020 and November 17, 2020. Motion carried by roll call vote: Hughes-yes, 

Corcoran-yes, Bruning-yes, O’Leary-yes, Henderson-yes.
 

Tax Collector - For October 2020
 
Lieu of Tax $489.29
 
Tax Map Fee $450.00
 
Current Year Taxes $1,831,112.23
 
Prepaid Taxes 2021 $5,173.27
 
Interest $2,244.24
 
Total $1,839,469.03
 
Motion by O’Leary, seconded by Corcoran, to accept the Tax Collector’s report as submitted.   

Motion carried by roll call vote: Hughes-yes, Corcoran-yes, Bruning-yes, O’Leary-yes, 

Henderson-yes.
 

Committee Reports
 
Streets and Roads - Bruning reviewed the Road Foreman’s report. He stated the Township 

was approved for a $196,200 grant from the NJDOT for Statesville Quarry Road-Phase III.
 

Bruning noted three (3) of the four (4) people involved in graffiti on Statesville Quarry Road 

have paid their share of restitution.  The fourth (4th) person will be contacted by the State Police.
 

EMS - Corcoran reported the EMS responded to 28 calls in November.
 
Motion by Corcoran, seconded by Hughes, to approve David Conklin as a Cadet member to the
 
Lafayette EMS. Motion carried by roll call vote: Hughes-yes, Corcoran-yes, Bruning-yes, 

O’Leary-yes, Henderson-yes.
 

Corcoran reported the EMS officers were voted to remain in 2021: John Strowe, Captain; Justin 

Farischon, Lieutenant; Jeff Hookway, Treasurer; Margaret Strowe, Secretary.
 

US Postal Service - Hughes reported the letter is awaiting the Vice-President’s signature after 

which a determination letter will be sent; and engineer’s will inspect properties.
 

Elizabethtown Gas - Hughes reported the process is continuing.
 

Harmony Foundation - Hughes reported Harmony Foundation has submitted their plans to the
 
State DCA for review.
 

GTI - Hughes reported GTI is still interested in pursuing a site in Lafayette.
 

Emergency Management - Hughes reported the Hazard Mitigation Plan will be completed this
 
month.  Road Foreman Macko is helping with the County ID cards.
 

Open Space (OSAC) - O’Leary reported a proposed trail area will be reviewed by Linda
 
Gloshinski, The Land Conservancy, with the current farm leasee.
 

Land Use Board - O’Leary reviewed the meeting of November 19, 2020.
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Joint Municipal Court - Henderson reported the details of the agreement adding Blairstown to 
the joint court are being finalized. 

Fire Department - Henderson reported the Fire Department responded to nine (9) calls in 
November. 

Township School - Henderson reported the annual tree lighting at the school will not be held 
this year. 

County Health Department - Henderson reported he was notified that Lafayette had their first 
(1st) death from COVID last week. 

Correspondence 
From Diane Gutierrez-Scaccetti, NJDOT  re: 2021 Municipal Aid Program Grant 

Vouchers 
Chelbus Cleaning Co., Inc. 275.00 
Dr. Sherri Talbot-Valerio 410.00 
Griffith-Allied Trucking 301.80 
High Point Regional High School 207,457.83 
Home Depot Credit Services 294.54 
JCP&L 222.29 
Lafayette Twp. Board of Education 318,750.00 
Mr. John 106.50 
ND Engineering, LLC 3,662.00 
Staples Business Advantage 222.88 
SYNCB/Amazon 17.36 
Van Cleef Engineering Associates, LLC 3,360.00 
Motion by Bruning, seconded by Corcoran, to pay the bills on the Bills List. Motion carried by 
roll call vote: Hughes-yes, Corcoran-yes, Bruning-yes, O’Leary-yes, Henderson-yes. 

Old Business 
Amend Chapter VII, 7A-5, Traffic Schedules Ordinance - Mayor Henderson opened the 
public hearing on the following Ordinance: 
AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND CHAPTER VII, 7A-5 OF THE REVISED GENERAL 
ORDINANCES OF THE TOWNSHIP OF LAFAYETTE, ENTITLED “TRAFFIC 
SCHEDULES” 
With there being no comments from the public, Mayor Henderson closed the public hearing. 
Motion by O’Leary, seconded by Bruning, to adopt the Amend Chapter VII, 7A-5, Traffic 
Schedules, Ordinance. Motion carried by roll call vote: Hughes-yes, Corcoran-yes, Bruning-
yes, O’Leary-yes, Henderson-yes. 

Lafayette Park Improvements Spending Ordinance - Mayor Henderson opened the public 
hearing on the following Ordinance: 
AN ORDINANCE OF THE TOWNSHIP OF LAFAYETTE, COUNTY OF SUSSEX, NEW 
JERSEY, PROVIDING FOR NEW IMPROVEMENTS AT LAFAYETTE PARK AND 
RELATED APPURTENANCES AND APPROPRIATING $6,000.00 AVAILABLE IN THE 
CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT FUND 
With there being no comments from the public, Mayor Henderson closed the public hearing. 
Motion by Bruning, seconded by Corcoran, to adopt the Lafayette Park Improvements Spending 
Ordinance. Motion carried by roll call vote: Hughes-yes, Corcoran-yes, Bruning-yes, O’Leary-
yes, Henderson-yes. 

Route 15 Parking Lot - Bruning reported a letter from the State Historical Society was 
received asking about the Township’s intention for the existing barn. Bruning suggested it be 
razed and made a grass area; and the Township Committee agreed. 

Meadows Road Group Home - O’Leary reported he will be attending a Zoom meeting with 
school staff, school resource officer and home directors. Due to privacy issues, no public will be 
allowed. 
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Stavola Truck Traffic - Henderson reported the State Police and Sheriff’s officers have been 
patrolling Beaver Run Road. 

New Business 
Remote Public Meeting Protocols Resolution - Motion by O’Leary, seconded by Hughes, to 
adopt the following Resolution: 

A RESOLUTION ESTABLISHING PROTOCOLS FOR REMOTE PUBLIC MEETINGS 
HELD BY A LOCAL PUBLIC BODY DURING A GOVERNOR-DECLARED EMERGENCY 

WHEREAS, due to the COVID-19 pandemic, local government entities were forced to 
hold public meetings remotely; and 

WHEREAS, new enacted P.L. 2020, c.34 authorizes the Director of the DCA to issue 
regulations establishing standard protocols for remote public meetings held by a local public 
body during a Governor-declared emergency; and 

WHEREAS, N.J.A.C. 5:39-1.1, et. seq. have been adopted as emergency regulations and 
are proposed for permanent adoption in the October 19, 2020 New Jersey Register; and 

WHEREAS, these protocols aim to ensure continuity of government operations and 
transparency in conducting public business when an emergency requires a governing body 
meeting to be held remotely, including standard procedures and requirements for public 
comments and notice. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Township Committee of the Township 
of Lafayette, Sussex County, New Jersey that the Township Committee hereby adopts the 
Remote Public Meeting Protocol attached hereto, to be followed by the Township of Lafayette. 

This Resolution shall take effect immediately. 
A copy of this Resolution shall be placed on file with the Township Clerk. 
If any section, subsection, sentence, clause or phrase in this Resolution is for any reason 

held to be unconstitutional or invalid, such decision shall not affect the remaining portions of this 
Resolution. 

REMOTE PUBLIC MEETING PROTOCOL 
In accordance with N.J.A.C. 5:39-1.1., et seq., the Township Committee hereby adopts 

the following meeting protocols whenever a declared emergency requires the municipal 
governing body to conduct a public meeting with limited, or without physical attendance by 
members of the public. This protocol has been adopted by resolution of the Township of 
Lafayette. 
1.	 The Mayor shall make the determination as to whether a remote public meeting should be 

held due to a declared emergency that reasonably prevents a public body from safely 
conducting public business at a physical location with members of the public present. 

2.	 If the Township Committee does not meet in person, all other municipal boards shall not 
meet physically, unless otherwise directed by the Mayor or Township Committee. 

3.	 If in-person meeting attendance is restricted due to capacity restrictions, the local public 
body must hold the public meeting in a location with adequate capacity or hold both an 
in-person and remote public meeting. No in person meeting may proceed if room 
capacity does not permit any member of the public to attend. 

4.	 Remote meetings shall be conducted with adequate electronic communications 
technology, at no cost to the public, for attendance of at least 50 public participants. 

5.	 A telephonic conference line shall be provided for the public to dial in to and listen to and 
provide public comment during meetings. Additional technology is permissible, 
including video and Internet-accessible technology, but a telephonic conference line must 
be provided. 

6.	 All members of the public that provide public comment shall first identify themselves. 
7.	 The public shall be provided with similar access to a remote meeting as members of the 

local public body, staff, and individuals seeking approvals. 
8.	 A public meeting must be broadcast by video as well as audio if sworn testimony is being 

taken at the remote public meeting. 
9.	 If documents would be made available at a local public body meeting, such documents 

shall be made visible on a video broadcast or available on the municipal website. If hard 
copies of a document would be made available to members while physically attending a 
meeting, the document shall be made available on the municipal webpage near the 
meeting notice and at the municipal building.  

10.	 Members of the public may make public comments through audio and video (if the 
meeting is held via video), during the meeting. Public comments may be submitted to the 
Clerk or municipal board secretaries via email or written letter if received at least eight 
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(8) hours prior to the meeting. Such public comments shall be read at the remote meeting 
with the same time restrictions of all public comments at the meeting. Duplicative 
comments may be summarized at the discretion of the Mayor or board chairperson. 

11.	 The remote meeting must allow for members of the public to be muted and the public to 
mute themselves.  

12.	 The public comment protocol and muting function shall be announced at the beginning of 
the remote meeting. 

13.	 The Mayor or board chairperson may direct that a member of the public that becomes 
disruptive may be muted and warned that continued disruption may result in their being 
prevented from speaking or removal from the remote public meeting. 

14.	 Remote public meetings shall be hosted on FedRAMP Moderate Impact Level 
Authorized dedicated services or Cloud, or evidence of satisfactory cybersecurity internal 
controls through an annual SOC2 audit report. 

15.	 Notice shall comply with N.J.S.A. 10:4-8 and shall provide clear and concise instructions 
for accessing the remote public meetings, means for making public comments, and where 
relevant documents, if any, are available. 

16.	 Electronic notice of a remote public meeting shall be posted on the municipal website and 
at the main access door of the municipal building, where viewable from outside. 

17.	 If a series of remote public meetings are expected, the annual notice shall be revised at 
least seven (7) days prior to the next regularly scheduled meeting, indicating which 
meetings will be remote, and with clear and concise instructions for accessing the remote 
public meetings, means for making public comments, and where relevant documents, if 
any, are available. The revised annual notice shall be posted on the municipal website 
and at the main access door of the municipal building, where viewable from outside. 

18.	 At the commencement of every remote public meeting, the Mayor or board chairperson 
shall announce publicly, and shall cause to be entered in the minutes, an accurate 
statement to the effect that: 
a.	 both adequate and electronic notice of the meeting has been provided, specifying 

the time, place, and manner in which such notice was provided; or 
b.	 only electronic notice of the meeting has been provided, specifying the time, 

place, and manner in which such notice was provided, and that discussion and 
effectuation of public business shall be limited to only those matters: 
1.	 necessary for the continuing operation of government and which relate to 

the applicable emergency declaration; or 
2.	 requiring decision during the remote public meeting due to imminent time 

constraints. 
c.	 that adequate notice and electronic notice was not provided, in which case such 

announcement shall state: 
1.	 the reason or reasons why the matter or matters discussed are of such 

urgency and importance as contemplated under N.J.S.A. 10:4-9(b)(1), and 
the nature of the substantial harm to the public interest likely to result 
from a delay in the holding of the meeting; 

2.	 that the remote public meeting will be limited to discussion of and acting 
with respect to such matters of urgency and importance; 

3.	 the time, place, and manner in which notice of the meeting was provided; 
and 

4.	 either that the need for such meeting could not reasonably have been 
foreseen at a time when adequate notice and/or electronic notice could 
have been provided, in which event, such announcement shall specify the 
reason why such need could not reasonably have been foreseen; or that 
such need could reasonably have been foreseen at a time when adequate 
notice and/or electronic notice could have been provided, but such notice 
was not provided, in which event the announcement shall specify the 
reason why adequate notice and/or electronic notice was not provided. 

19.	 Prior to the commencement of a remote public meeting, a copy of the agenda shall be 
made available to the public for download through an internet link appearing either on the 
meeting notice, or near the posting of the meeting notice on the website. The notice shall 
also be posted at the municipal building prior to the commencement of the remote public 
meeting 

20.	 Executive session shall be accessed only by these individuals participating in the session. 
A separate non-public conference line or e-platform session may be employed for this 
purpose. 
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Motion carried by roll call vote: Hughes-yes, Corcoran-yes, Bruning-yes, O’Leary-yes, 
Henderson-yes. 

Dog Pound/Animal Control Officer Agreement - Motion by Bruning, seconded by Corcoran, 
to authorize the Mayor to sign the 2021 Dog Pound/Animal Control Officer agreement. Motion 
carried by roll call vote: Hughes-yes, Corcoran-yes, Bruning-yes, O’Leary-yes, Henderson-yes. 

Executive Session - Motion by Hughes, seconded by Bruning, to adopt the following 
resolution: 

A RESOLUTION OF THE TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE OF THE TOWNSHIP 
OF LAFAYETTE, COUNTY OF SUSSEX, STATE OF NEW JERSEY, 
AUTHORIZING CONFERENCE OF THE TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE 

WITH THE PUBLIC EXCLUDED 
WHEREAS, it is deemed appropriate that the Township Committee discuss the matter(s) 

hereinafter mentioned without the presence of the public in accordance with the provisions of 
R.S. 10:4-12b, being Section b of the Open Public Meetings Act. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Township Committee of the Township 
of Lafayette, in the County of Sussex, State of New Jersey as follows: 

A matter relating to personnel and litigation shall be discussed by the Township 
Committee without the presence of the public. It is anticipated that this matter can be disclosed 
to the public upon resolution of the matter. 
Motion carried by roll call vote: Hughes-yes, Corcoran-yes, Bruning-yes, O’Leary-yes, 
Henderson-yes. 

Exec. Session – Personnel and Litigation 

Motion by Bruning, seconded by Corcoran, to return to the regular meeting. Motion carried by 
roll call vote: Hughes-yes, Corcoran-yes, Bruning-yes, O’Leary-yes, Henderson-yes. 

Mayor Henderson stated personnel and litigation were discussed in Executive Session. 

Motion by Hughes, seconded by O’Leary, to introduce the following Ordinance and set the 
public hearing date of December 15, 2020: 

AN ORDINANCE FIXING THE SALARIES OF CERTAIN OFFICIALS IN THE 
TOWNSHIP OF LAFAYETTE FOR THE YEAR 2021 

1. The annual salaries of all officer names hereafter for the year 2021 and for each year 
thereafter, until amended or repealed are hereby established and fixed at the following sums in 
lieu of any and all fees and remuneration to which the respective incumbents of said office might 
otherwise be entitled, except, however, that which may be authorized by resolution of the 
Township Committee, to wit: 

Annually Minimum Maximum     Payable 
Mayor $ 2,868.80 Quarterly 
Committee Member 2,639.30 Quarterly 
Municipal Clerk, Registrar 48,875.66 Bi-weekly 
Deputy Tax Collector, 
Assessment Search Officer 

Finance Clerk 18.13 per hour “ 
Tax Assessor 17,310.14 “ 
Tax Assessor-Interlocal-Hamburg 17,665.67 “ 
Police 1,000.00 “ 
Administrator-Animal Control/ 

Dog License 1.00 per license Quarterly 
Secretary to the Land Use Board Bi-weekly 
Construction Official, Board of 
Health 33,226.61 “ 

Recycling Coordinator  3,122.83 “ 
Land Use Admin – Shared Service 15,575.86 “ 
Zoning Officer 30.60 per hour  “ 
Road Foreman 89,314.97 “ 
Assistant Road Foreman 15.00 35.00 PH “ 
Road Employee #1 16.00 25.00 PH “ 
Road Employee #2 16.00 25.00 PH “ 
Road Employee #3 16.00 25.00 PH “ 

12.1.2020 TC Mins Page 5 of 6 



       

                       
                            

                     
                  

                               
                  
                     

  
           

 
   

 
 
 

         
 

 
 

 
  

 
 
       
 
 
       

 

    

Temporary Road Employee 15.00 24.00 PH “ 
Fire Prevention Official 3,405.31 Bi-weekly 
Fire Inspector 25.00 per inspection Quarterly 
Recreation Program Director 1,120.05 Bi-weekly 
Life Guard 7.00 16.00 PH  “ 
Summer Camp Director 13.00 18.00 PH “ 
Assistant Camp Director 7.00 16.00 PH “ 
That the aforesaid salaries shall be paid at the time and in the manner established by the
 
Township Committee for payment of salaries. Any and all portions of any and all ordinance that
 
may be inconsistent with the provision of this ordinance are hereby rescinded.
 
Motion carried by roll call vote: Hughes-yes, Corcoran-yes, Bruning-yes, O’Leary-yes, 

Henderson-yes.
 

Local Government Emergency Fund (CARES) Grant - Computers to be included in the
 
grant application were discussed.  Four (4) computers will be included in the grant and ordered.
 

Adjournment 
With there being no further business, motion by Bruning, seconded by Corcoran, to adjourn the 
meeting.  Motion carried.  Meeting adjourned. 

Respectfully, 

ANNA ROSE FEDISH, RMC 
Municipal Clerk 
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