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LAFAYETTE TOWNSHIP 

SUSSEX COUNTY, NEW JERSEY 

 

ORDINANCE 2026-09 

 

AN ORDINANCE REPEALING AND REPLACING CHAPTER 5 OF THE CODE OF THE TOWNSHIP OF 

LAFAYETTE ANIMAL CONTROL SPECIFICALLY SECTION 5-15, LARGE ANIMALS AND POULTRY 

RUNNING AT LARGE AND SECTION 5-17 ENFORCEMENT  

 

BE IT ORDAINED by the Township Committee of the Township of Lafayette, Sussex County, New 

Jersey that Chapter 5, Animal Control, of the Revised General Ordinances of the Township of 

Lafayette specifically SECTIONS 5-15 and 5-17 shall be and are hereby repealed and replaced as 

follows: 

 

Section 1.  Section 5-15  -  LARGE ANIMALS AND POULTRY RUNNING AT LARGE  

a. This provision shall be constructed to secure its expressed intent, which is to ensure public 

health, safety and welfare insofar as residents are affected by injury to any persons or other 

animals, or cause damage to personal property including lawn, shrubbery, flowers, grounds, trees 

or any property of persons other than the owner or person having the care, custody or control 

of such unrestrained livestock running at large within the Township of Lafayette and to assess 

violations and penalties accordingly. 

 

b. No person owning, keeping or harboring any large animal or poultry shall suffer or permit such 

animal or fowl to run at large in, upon, or through any public, quasi-public, or private street, public 

park or recreation area, public building, or any other public place or place to which the public is 

invited and no person owning, keeping or harboring any large animal or poultry shall suffer or 

permit such animal or fowl to run at large in, upon, or through any private property without the 

authority of the owner of the private property. 

 

c. When a large animal or poultry has been permitted to run at large, the Animal Control Officer, 

local law enforcement, zoning officer or New Jersey Department of Agriculture, Division of Animal 

Health office shall file a complaint of this violation in the Municipal Court. 

 

d. The owner of any large animal or poultry shall maintain enclosures or standard agricultural 
fencing as may be required to prevent large animals or poultry from running at large. A fence 
strong enough to prevent livestock from escaping going through or under it is hereby required 
wherever livestock is kept. If any livestock escapes from within the confines of any fence it shall 
be presumed that such fence has not met the provisions of this article. Any owner or lessee of 
the land on which such fence is located is subject to the requirements of this section. 
 

Section 2.   Section 5-17  -  ENFORCEMENT  

It shall be the duty of the Animal Control Officer, zoning officer or local law enforcement to 
enforce the provisions of this chapter. 
 
Section 3. Should any section, paragraph, sentence, clause or phrase of this Ordinance be 

declared unconstitutional or invalid for any reason by any Court of competent jurisdiction, such 

provision(s) shall be deemed severable and the remaining portions of this Ordinance shall remain 

in full force and effect.  

 

Section 4. All ordinances or parts of ordinances or resolutions that are inconsistent with the 

provisions of this Ordinance are repealed to the extent of such inconsistency.  
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Section 5. This Ordinance shall take effect after publication and passage according to law. 
 

NOTICE 

TAKE NOTICE the above-entitled Ordinance was introduced and passed at first reading by the 

Lafayette Township Committee at a meeting held on April 21, 2026 and after publication and a 

public hearing was finally adopted by the Lafayette Township Committee at a meeting held on 

May 19, 2026. 

 

 

Mayor: 

 

 

Municipal Clerk: 


